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JIM THE WONDER DOG 
 

     
 
Jim with owner Sam van Arsdale                        Engish Llewellyn Setter Jim  

 
Jim the Wonder Dog Memorial Gardens opened on 1st May 1999. They are 
situated on the former location of Sam van Arsdale’s hotel just a short 
distance from the courthouse in Marshall. Missouri USA   
 
As one meanders through the manicured gardens, 7 information boards tell 
the story of Jim, a remarkable English Llewellyn Setter, and his owners Sam 
and Pearl van Arsdale. Ed   
 

 
 
                                       The entrance to the gardens 
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1. Jim the Hunter 
Jim was born in the state of Louisiana.  He was a purebred black and white 
(blue belton) Llewellyn Setter from a bloodline of champions.  His litter mates 
sold for $25 each (a sizable sum in 1925) but because he was an “ungainly 
looking” pup he was bought for much less by a fellow hunter and sent to 
Mr.Sam van Arsdale as a joke.  Later Jim was taken to trainer Ira Irvine, but 
was not found to be trainable.  While the other dogs were at work, Jim just lay 
under a shade tree watching and taking no part.  Discouraged, Sam 
considered giving him away.  On Jim’s first hunt however, it was evident that 
he had observed well.  He immediately “came up on point” on quail, held 
steady until the quail was shot and brought it to Sam on command of “Dead 
bird”.  This was the start of a fabulous hunting career.  Sam was an avid 
hunter and Jim was the finest quail dog anywhere.  Jim had a sense where 
the quail were and refused to go where there were no birds.  Indeed, more 
than 5,000 birds were shot over him in his hunting career and he was termed 
the “Hunting Dog of the Century” by Missouri Life and Missouri 
Conservationist magazine.  Although his offspring were above average 
hunting dogs, none were equal to Jim, nor did they exhibit his unexplainable 
brain power. 
 
2. Early Signs 
 
Quite by accident, one day while out hunting quail with Jim, Mr.van Arsdale 
found he had more than just a fine hunting dog.  Jim was 3 years old by this 
time and had turned into a handsome animal and constant companion, 
seldom out of his master’s sight.  It was a hot day, and Sam grew tired and 
said to his dog “Let’s’ go and rest a bit under the shade of that hickory tree”  
Although in woods of numerous kinds of trees, Jim went directly to the 
hickory!  Out of curiosity, Sam asked him if he could find a black oak, which 
he did, and then in succession he went to a cedar tree, a stump and even a 
tin can as ordered.  Of course, his master was astonished by the realization 
that his dog understood all he was saying to him.  Sam was warned by his 
wife Pearl, not to tell people lest they would think he was imagining things or 
being untruthful.  Before long, however, Jim was performing before groups 
who gathered in the hotel lobby, out on the streets or the town square and 
flawlessly carrying out requests asked of him by on-lookers.  People were 
amazed and found it hard to believe, much less understand what they were 
witnessing.  Travelers came to stay at the hotel just to see Jim perform.  Jim’s 
fame spread even to foreign shores. 
 
3. Other Performances 
 
Since Mr. van Arsdale could not account for Jim’s unbelievable capabilities, 
he agreed to take him to the Veterinary Department at the University of 
Missouri to be tested and see if they had an explanation.  The dog was tested 
by head veterinarian Dr. A.J. Durant, Dr. Sherman Dickinson and other 
assistants.  They determined him to be like any other Llewellyn Setter with a 
few exceptions.  They found him to have a wider than normal span across the  
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brow and to measure a greater distance from brow to top of head.  They also  
noted his unusual eyes (It was a common observation that Jim had large , 
piercing, human-like eyes). After the examination Jim was taken outside 
where he performed before several hundred students, professors and on-
lookers, as well as a Paramount News Team.  He carried orders given him, 
even in foreign languages, and spectators were amazed. 
 
On another occasion he was taken to Jefferson Day to perform before a joint 
session of legislature.  He did everything perfectly that he was asked to do.  
Finally, one skeptic who thought Sam, was somehow signaling Jim, asked for 
the state telegrapher to be brought into the room.  He leaned over and 
whispered in the telegrapher’s ear what he wanted Jim to do, and the order 
was tapped out in Morse code.  On his master’s order to do as told, Jim 
correctly went to the legislator in the back of the room who had introduced the 
recently passed St. Louis race horse bill. 
 
Mr.van Arsdale was asked but refused to bring him to the Chicago Exposition, 
to New York, and to be seen by President Franklin Roosevelt.  He was asked 
to bring Jim to Hollywood for a year to make movies for the sum of $64,000 
but he refused to profit in any way on the talent he considered to be God-
given.  He was truly the remarkable owner of a remarkable dog! 
 
4.  Unexplainable Feats 
 
Jim could go into a crowd and select a certain person, such as “an out-of-town 
hardware salesman” or “the man who had the most change in his pocket”.  
Jim could pick out a “man with a red tie” or a “girl in a blue dress” (dogs are 
supposed to be colour-blind).  It was a common request that Jim go out and 
find an automobile with a certain license number, a car from out of state, or a 
particular kind of automobile.  He would do this even if the car was quite a 
distance away.  Mr. van Arsdale could write a request on a piece of paper, 
show it to Jim and say “Do whatever it says” 
 
Skeptics thought that Mr. van Arsdale was somehow signaling Jim, but some 
people would write requests in foreign languages or shorthand, neither of 
which Sam understood.  Perhaps the most astounding thing Jim would do 
was predict the sex of a baby before it was born or select the winner of 
elections, games, or races yet to be held.  He chose the winner of the 
Kentucky Derby for 7 straight years.  This was conducted by writing possible 
choices on slips of paper and Jim would touch the paper of his choice.  No 
one was allowed to look at it, but it would be marked and put in a safe until 
after the event.  Jim never failed to select the right one.  Another time he 
showed extrasensory power was when he was taken to Dr. J.C.Flynn, a 
Kansas City Veterinarian, and left for some time for treatment.  When the 
phone would ring, Jim would usually pay no attention, but sometimes he 
would go immediately and stand by the phone.   Dr. Flynn said that even 
before he answered, he knew the call would be from Mr. Van Arsdale, calling 
to enquire about Jim. 
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5.  Well Known 
  
There are numerous stories of Jim told in the book Jim the Wonder Dog. 
Many magazine stories and newspaper articles were written by reporters who 
came to see Jim perform, creating much interest in Jim.  The Missouri Ruralist 
editor said they had never had as much response from any article as they 
experienced on their story of Jim.  The story was repeated 20 years later and 
brought the same response.  He was checked out for verification of his 
powers by Ripley’s Believe It or Not, appeared in that syndicated section of 
newspapers everywhere and is still in their archives. 
 
The van Arsdales traveled a great deal with Jim, and for his safety would not 
stay where Jim was not allowed in the room with them.  Their travels made 
Jim known to many people and in a strange town be could still go into a crowd 
and select correctly the “person you would go see if you were sick”., “the girl 
with a new engagement ring”. etc.  Hotels would sometimes cancel 
entertainment to feature Jim. 
 
Once when visiting in Florida, they hired a bell hop to walk Jim daily.  Since 
the racing season was taking place, the bellhop had Jim pick the winner and 
he placed bets. After several days of winning, word got out as to how the 
fellow was selecting his winning choices.  One night soon after, the 
van Arsdales came in from visiting and sightseeing to find there was a 
message waiting for them at the desk.  The message told them if they valued 
their dog’s life they better get him out of town.  Needless to say, they hurriedly 
packed and left with Jim that night.  
 
6. Pearl’s Stories 
 
Mrs. Pearl van Arsdale had many stories to tell about Jim.  Her mother and 2 
sisters lived in separate rooms of the hotel.  If she decided she wanted to visit 
one of them, she would tell Jim and simply say “Let’s go” and he would 
always proceed her to the room of her sister. 
 
She had fussed at her husband for tossing the decorative bed pillows on the 
floor when he would lie down on the bed to nap.  Once, after Sam got up, she 
stepped into the room and found Jim pulling the pillows back on the bed.  On 
another occasion she could not find pictures of Jim’s pups that she wanted to 
show to friends.  Jim got up and put his paw on a drawer containing the 
pictures. 
 
One time when Jim was looking out the window she asked him if there was a 
dog out there.  Jim turned toward her and shock his head “no”.  She said that 
Jim did not bark and he did not play with other dogs.  Jim was a courteous 
dog, never walking in front of someone if he could get past them another way.  
His demeanor was quiet and dignified. 
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Pearl loved Jim and painted the picture of him used as the model for the 
statue in the park. She said she watched him all those years performing 
amazing feats and never saw him make an error.  She remarked how much 
pleasure they had from him and that his death was a blow for each of them.  
She expressed disappointment that they never found the source of his power.  
She said she had no idea what it was or what it meant.  “He wasn’t trained, he 
just knew”. 

                                  
 
7. The Final Chapter 
 
On March 18, 1937, when Jim was 12 years old, Mr.van Arsdale decided to 
go fishing at the Lake of the Ozarks.  Of course Jim was always eager to go.  
When they arrived and Mr. van Arsdale opened the car door, Jim got out and 
headed toward the water, but fell to the ground.  He was rushed to the nearest 
veterinarian, but when he was laid on the table, he only breathed a few times 
and died.  Mr. van Arsdale was so grief stricken he was sobbing when he 
carried Jim through the hotel door.  He wanted to bury him in the family plot in 
Ridge Park Cemetery, but officials said that was not possible.  He had the 
body embalmed and when Jim would not fit into a child’s casket without 
having his legs broken, a special casket was built.  The burial was well 
attended and the grave was placed outside the cemetery fence.  Many people 
sent flowers.  Newspapers from Marshall, Kansas City, St. Louis and Ontario, 
Canada among others printed obituaries.  Over 500 letters, calls and 
telegrams came.  But they were not to be the final story of the famous 
creature.  There came a time when the cemetery needed to enlarge, so the 
fence was moved, placing Jim inside.  He is in a very fitting place alongside 
numerous children’s graves, as he was after all, the pet of a childless couple, 
their constant companion, their “child”                                                          
                 Jim and the van Arsdales are gone, but the story lives on. . 
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FALCONRY WITH DOGS 
 
The use of dogs to locate game for hawk or falcon is very ancient.  The oldest 
pictorial representation I know of is in Sienna, Italy and features in the first half 
of the last century, two long haired dogs pointing quail or partridge for a 
mounted hawker with a Black Spar or Tiercel Goshawk. 
 
The very existence of various breeds shows the versatility of human needs  
and tastes,  It is the practical use with gun and hawk as well as the working 
tests i.e. the field trials, which have made the dogs we enjoy today. 
 
Why a dog?    
Game sits, tries to hide and has to be found and flushed for the waiting falcon. 
Some falconers advocate that dogs are only needed where game is only to be 
found in high cover, such as heather on the hills and that a more precise and 
controlled flush can be obtained without a four legged assistant where. game 
can be spotted .and that only the happy few who can handle a pair of wide 
ranging English Setters or Pointers to serve a high mounting bird can enjoy 
the summon of the sport. 
 
To my fellows who claim that such a refinement is superfluous when game 
hawking and that a “good all round such and such four legged” is quite 
enough, I use the answer that game hawking itself is a superfluity, as it far 
excesses the daily bowl of rice, that the only justification of game hawking is 
the search of one’s pleasure through aestheticism, Of course your aesthetics 
can and may differ from mine.  Mine are such that I know few better feelings 
in the field than to have a falcon barely visible in the sky that follows the work 
of two English Setters, to have one of them pointing and the other honoring 
and to watch the swoop on the covey they will have pointed 
 
Choice of breed 
The best way to make a comparison between the qualities of the different 
breeds available is not to listen to a (usually little learned) friend, nor to a 
breeder who is necessarily partial to his or her beloved breed, but to observe 
the results of the competitions. 
 
It is a fact that only some very few breeds rise above others in the field trials.  
In Europe where field trials for bird dogs are in far greater number than in the 
Isles (UK) and where the stakes have much more competition, there are 
separate stakes for Continental (European) breeds and for “English” breeds. 
 
On the Continent, English Pointers and English Setters take most results in 
stakes for British breed (with my apologies to Irish friends – the Irish Setter is 
known as one of “Races Anglaises”}, Brittany Spaniels and German 
Shorthaired Pointers have the best among Continental breeds, often the case 
with partridge in winter wheat. 
 
If dogs are unnecessary for flights out of the hood I feel that to fly a waiting 
falcon without a dog is missing the point of game hawking, that to fly it using  
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only a spaniel to flush is far from getting all the taste of the sport, that to fly 
over a short ranging Brittany or GSP is fit only on ground enclosed or over in 
UK and Ireland, English Pointers seem for the moment to be on the top and 
the good Gordon Setters are probably in greater proportion than on the 
continent.  English Setters are on the way up and the good Irish Setters 
appear more numerous than on the continent.  I have not attended field trials 
run for the continental breeds in UK, but I doubt that the small numbers 
whelped of these breeds could be a match for the original stock  Hopefully 
with the end of quarantine, it will not be so expensive to buy a good stock 
from top breeders in Europe   
 
So, what would be the choice?  In my opinion and taste of course, for 
enclosed country and heavily stocked ground – a Brittany Spaniel or an 
elderly English Setter or Pointer.  For open ground, moors and low density 
game, an English Setter or English Pointer. 
Extract from Dogs with Longwings published  14.01.2012 
 

Falconry with dogs in South Africa 
 

There are active Falconry Clubs throughout South Africa which fall under the 
auspices of the South African Falconry Association.  The African Goshawk 
and the Large Black Sparrowhawk are two local species that are popular birds 
flown over dogs, usually English Pointers and German Shorthaired Pointers, 
but English (Llewellyn) Setters are also popular in some areas with the 
occasional addition of an Irish (Red) Setter, to hunt largely Francolin and 
Snipe. Ed. 
 

Dr. Adrian Lombard releases “Halo” a Peregrine Falcon over wheat field 
stubble in the Swartland Western Cape with an English Pointer and spaniel in 
attendance                                                8. 



 

           .  
 
This Irish (Red) Setter eyes the hooded falcon on its perch with a German 

shorthaired Pointer in the background. 
 

             
                                     SA’s Large Black Sparrowhawk 
 

It is said that the hawks often fly in the direction of the dogs recognizing that 
they will point and flush the prey.  Ed.  
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The content of this cartoon (circa 1883) depicts Setters with peasant 
hunters handing over their bag of gamebirds for payment by the 
unsuccessful gentleman hunter  The caption reads  
                                   “He who laughs last laughs best”  
 
WHY SETTERS KEEP THEIR FRONT DEWCLAWS  
 
M Christine Zink DVM, PhD, DACVSMR who works exclusively with canine 
athletes, developing rehabilitation programs for injured dogs or dogs requiring 
surgery as a result of performance related injuries reports:- 
 
‘I have seen many dogs now, especially field trial/hunt test and agility dogs, 
that have had chronic carpal arthritis, frequently so severe that they have to 
be retired or at least carefully managed for the rest of their careers. 
 
Of the over 30 dogs I have seen with carpal arthritis, only one has had 
dewclaws.  If you look at the diagram below you will see that there are two 
major, functioning tendons attached to the front dewclaw.  Of course, at the 
other end of a tendon is a muscle, and that means that if you cut off the dew 
claws there are major muscle bundles that will become atrophied from disuse. 
 
These muscles indicate that the dewclaws have a function.  That function is to 
prevent torque on the leg.  Each time the foot bends on the ground, 
particularly when the dog is cantering or galloping, the dewclaw is in touch 
with the ground.  If the dog then needs to turn, the dewclaw digs into the 
ground to support the lower leg and prevent torque. 
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If the dog doesn’t have a dewclaw, the leg twists.  A lifetime of that and the 
result can be carpal arthritis or perhaps injuries to other joints, such as the 
elbow, shoulder and toes.  Remember: the dog is doing the activity 
regardless, and the pressures on the leg have to go somewhere.  Perhaps 
you are thinking “None of my dogs have ever had carpal pain or arthritis” Well, 
we need to remember that dogs, by their very nature, do not tell us about mild 
to moderate pain. 
 
If a dog was to be asked by an emergency room nurse to give the level of his 
pain on a scale from 0 to 10 being the worst, their scale would be 
0,0,0,0,0,6,7,9,10.  Most of our dogs, especially if they deal with pain that is of 
gradual onset, just deal with it and don’t complain unless it is excruciating.  
But when I palpate the carpal joints of older dogs without dewclaws, I 
frequently can elicit pain with relatively minimal manipulation. 
 
As to the possibility of injuries to (front) dew claws   Most veterinarians will say 
that such injuries actually are not very common at all.  And if they do occur 
then they are dealt with like any other injury.  In my opinion, it is far better to 
deal with an injury than to cut the front dew claws off of all dogs “just in case”. 
 

                                            
 
Anatomical diagram viewing the medial side of a dog’s left front leg 
demonstrating the five tendons that attach to the dewclaw (diagram taken from 
Miller’s Guide to the Dissection of the Dog) 
 
Note:  While some dog breed standards stipulate the necessity for hind leg dewclaws 
such as Pyrenean Mountain Dogs, it is a dangerous practice to leave rear dewclaws  
on the highly active Setter breeds. They should be removed a couple of days after 
birth as injury can cause major problems in adulthood.  Fortunately few, if any Setter 
pups in SA today are born with rear dewclaws. Ed. 
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IN CONVERSATION WITH YOUR DOG 
 
You know a dog voice – higher pitched, slower, maybe a little sing-song-y’?   
The kind of voice you would use when speaking to a baby except directed at a 
dog.  New research shows that puppies might actually react to that voice, 
although that is not the case with all dogs. 
 
Researchers have found puppies reacted to “dog directed speech”, which is a 
speaking pattern similar to “infant-directed speech”’ reported a paper 
published in the Proceedings of the Royal Society B. 
 
Researchers recorded voices of women speaking to photos of dogs - one 
puppy, one adult dog and one older dog.  They also recorded a control 
situation in which there was not a dog picture and the speaker was asked to 
speak to the researcher.  That was considered to be human-directed speech. 
 
The adults repeated the same phrase.  “Hi!  Hello cutie!  Who’s a good boy?  
Come here!  Good boy!  Yes!  Come here sweetie pie!  What a good boy?”  
That recording was played back to puppies and adult dogs. 
 
Researchers found that puppies responded to dog-directed speech, looking at 
the loudspeaker, approaching it closer, or just reacting more quickly reported 
the paper.  Adult dogs, however, didn’t respond in the same way to the 
playbacks. 
 
Nicolas Mathevon, who led the research, told Wired: “Adult dogs seem to 
ignore dog-directed speech, at least when the voice is from an unfamiliar 
person.”  But puppies are “sensitive to the dog-directed speech more than to 
normal speech”.  
 
Additionally Science magazine wrote that researchers also found that the 
human speakers involved in the study who were all women, used higher 
voices with dogs of all ages.  “It didn’t matter if it was a puppy or an adult 
dog,” Mathevon told Science.  Science noted that when the female speakers 
looked at pictures of puppies in particular, the pitch of their voice was even 
higher. 
 
Gizmodo, which also took a look at the research, wrote that Mathevon, an 
acoustic communication specialist didn’t let the humans involved in the study 
actually interact with the dogs, because that would have introduced a lot of 
variables into the work. 
 
More than 40 dogs were a part of the research, said the website and in 
speaking to Gimodo Mathervon noted that although the research was focused 
on dogs and their reactions, it really says a lot about people.  The site 
reported ‘Mathevon says there’s a reason humans shift their speech patterns 
when talking to dogs, and it’s not just because we find dogs adorable”. “I think 
we are directing a human behaviour at dogs” he told Gizmodo.   
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“Our study suggests we use this kind of speech pattern to engage interaction 
with a non-speaking listener.”  In other words, we employ this type of speech 
when talking to listeners who can’t talk back and not just babies but listeners 
who have difficulty reciprocating conversation which sometimes happens 
when we talk to the elderly”  “This study tells more about our human 
behaviour than the dogs. 
 
Maybe you can ditch that high voice if your dog is fully grown.  However, try 
saying “Who’s a good boy?” to a dog without it. 
 
Sarah Larimer reporting for the Washington Post also published in Cape Argus 
21.01.17.  

 
WHEN ANIMALS HELP TROUBLED CHILDREN (Western Cape) 
 
Pulling out doves’ feathers, stoning stray animals and spending weekends 
high on dagga and alcohol were all part of life for dozens of primary school 
pupils in the Overberg region of the Western Cape.  But learning to love 
animals turned their lives around. 
 
Since a programme called Humane Education was introduced in six schools 
in 2014 “there’s been a reduction in truancy, bad behaviour, bullying and 
swearing, and an improvement in grades”. said the woman behind the project, 
Nicola Vernon. 
 
Now her brainchild is being rolled out to 23 more Overberg schools by Edith 
Wynne.Trollip, the Western Cape education department’s senior education 
specialist for life orientation.”I would like to see it in every single school in the 
country.  Teaching children to be kind to animals means they grow up to be 
kind to human beings,” said Wyne-Trollip 
 
Vernon came up with Humane Education while wrestling with reasons for the 
failure of social projects before she launched her Greyton Transition Town 
initiative.  “I kept thinking Why? Why?  The answer finally came.  It was all 
due to feelings of worthlessness in people. Humane Education creates an 
environment where the learner receives love from an animal and then we help 
them emanate it in their peers and family” 
 
Starting a relationship between a child and an animal became a catalyst for 
the development of empathy, she said.  Stimulated to care, children began to 
express feeling – often for the first time.  Part of the natural ripple affect was a 
growth in sensitivity towards peers and the broader community 
 
“Once feelings of worthlness are there, creating boundaries and feeling safe, 
then determines what children will and won’t tolerate.” said Vernon, who was 
inspired by the reduction in re-offending rates among ex-inmates of Cape 
Town’s Pollsmoor Prision who had cared for birds while behind bars. 
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The principal of LR Schmidt Primary School in Genadendal, Simon Speelman 
said he had noticed huge changes in his pupils.  Now “everyone wants a 
horse or donkey to look after today” he said, although most have dogs, 
pigeons or pigs.  “Children used to ride their horses holding their manes only.  
Now they use a bridle. This is more comfortable for the horse and shows how 
they’re being cared for,” said Speelman. 
 
Random checks for drug abuse have provided evidence of the project’s 
success “Dagga and alcohol abuse at weekends was one of our biggest 
issues, especially among nine to eleven year old girls,” said Speelman.  
Within 12 to 18 months after Humane Education was introduced, 90% of 
these children changed their mindset and stopped.” 
 
A grade 3 class who cared for chickens and learnt about the conditions at 
battery farms wrote about their feelings afterwards.  Their comments included: 
“I don’t like the way they are treated in batteries, I’d like to see that change”, 
and “I did learn about a battery chicken that’s kept in a very small cage and 
how the eggs roll down a wire and get taken to the shops, I don’t like that the 
chickens are treated like this, you can put them in a big enclosure and they 
can still be safe, but not in a cage/” 
 
Said Vernon, “We’re seeing something here that’s going to change South 
Africa.” 
Shelee-Kim Gold reporting for the Sunday Time 12.03.2017. 
 
WHY MEAT IS YOUR DOG’S BEST FRIEND 
 
A high meat diet is easier for dogs to digest and enables them to absorb more 
nutrients, a new study shows. 
 
Research by New Zealand scientists at Massey University and the 
government’s AgResearch Institute also found higher levels of bacteria 
associated with protein and fat digestion which demonstrated a dog’s gut was 
biologically designed to digest a diet high in meat, rather than “human-like” 
fare served up by many dog owners. 
 
The study also showed there might have been too much reliance on research 
into the diets of humans or other animals in the past when it came to the best 
diet for dogs. 
 
“We already know dogs have no nutritional need for carbohydrates in their 
diet, so this study looked at the role different bacteria play in a dog’s digestion 
system to help us work towards a clearer picture of what the optimum diet for 
dogs is,” said study co-leader Dr. Emma Bermingham of AgResearch. 
 
“Understanding how bacteria work in the gut is vital because of its links to 
digestion, diseases such as obesity and even how it affects mood and 
behaviour.” 
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Study co-leader Associate Professor David Thomas, of Massey University, 
said science had previously looked at studies on nutrient digestion in humans, 
mice and rats and assumed the same was true for dogs in terms of digestion 
and what was good and bad bacteria in the gut.  “This study shows this may 
not be the case and much more needs to be done to understand the digestive 
system of dogs and the long-term health consequences of feeding different 
diets,” Thomas said  
 
Science and innovation Minister Paul Goldsmith said the research was set to 
boost New Zealand’s premium pet food exports.  “This research is a 
significant contribution to the international canine nutrition field and it positions 
New Zealand scientists as leaders in this area: Goldsmith said. 
 
Publish in Wellington NZ and in the Weekend Argus SA 18.03.2017 
 

SIMPSON SETTER STEW 
We have often been asked for our Simpson Setter Stew Recipe and 
recommend it to all puppy owners, so if you favour a home cooked diet for 
your Setter this is for you.  
 
Costs are “middle of the road” helped by the fact that we grow most of our 
own vegetables on which pesticides are not used.   
 
Our meat/offal bulk purchase is from VITA.PET supplied by Agrisun 
Distributors CC in Strand, Western Cape (Tel 021-8547019) and can also 
be purchased in many Pick ‘n Pay supermarkets.  In Gauteng contact 
Vita Pet agent Fiona Markham of Sentient Beings, 51, 11th Rd, Kew  
(Tel 082 9255131).  Vita-Pet range of products comprises Minced Chicken – 
yellow label, Minced Tripe – green label, Mutton Chunks (mince) – blue label 
and Meat chunks (mince) - red label. All are packed into convenient 500gram 
frozen packets. 
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Utensils/ Ingredients/Recipe 
Into a 5 litre “Hart” aluminum saucepan mix: 
 
1 &1/2 kgs. Vita Pet mixed meat – we usually include a 500g chicken as this 
makes for a nice gelatin loaf and interchange other choices to make up weight 
 
1 large grated carrot 
Full 1 litre jug of roughly chopped chard or kale - cut with kitchen scissors 
Full 1 litre jug of coarsely chopped cabbage – cut with carving knife 
2/3 of one cup Imbo Soup mix lentils – no pre-soaking necessary . 
1 cup rice 
 
Cover with water and spoon ingredients together.  Bring to boiling point on the 
stove then simmer for about 10 minutes. Stir again and turn plate off.  Leave 
to cook through so gravy is absorbed into rice and lentils. 
 
Pack into two empty 2 litre ice cream containers and refrigerate (freezes well). 
One container should feed one adult Setter breakfast and dinner for two days 
with the addition of some biscuit – we use about a cup of Montago puppy 
pellets (even for adults) with a couple of Beeno dog biscuits for crunch.  
 
IRISH (RED) SETTERS IN HISTORIC MAGAZINE ADVERTS 
While manufacturers of dog food have often used stylish Irish (red) Setters to 
promote their products the breed has featured alongside a variety of unrelated 
merchandise.  Here is a small selection:     

           
 

             1943 Pacific fabrics                                      Redwing Sports Boots 
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      1945 Pennsylvania Crude Oil                                  Delco Batteries 

          
      

            Jaguar Motor Vehicles                                         Calvert Whiskey                                    
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                                             1950 Coca Cola 

2017 SOUTH AFRICAN DOGS star in the UK Bakers Dog Biscuit 
television commercial made by Purina which is currently being screened 
on TV in UK. Anthony Wonfor’s Irish Setter “Reilly” Ch. Oakdales 
Boreas featuring as one of the “actors” at the beginning of the Ad which 
can also be viewed on U-Tube.com/watch Bakers: Better Bakers     
 
FAMILY GALLERY 

             
 
      Terry and Susan Wright’s “Seamus” in the dry, dry W.Cape bush!  
 
On 7th June the long awaited Western Cape winter rains finally arrived in Cape 
Town with a vengeance as gale force winds, a Spring tide with swells of 10-12 
metres and snow on the mountains wreaked havoc in the area.  
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                             The Teeling family safe and sound!   
 
On 7th June the fires raging around Knysna were swept by ferocious winds up 
the south coast towards Plettenberg Bay destroying everything in their path.  
The Teeling family were forced to evacuate as the flames careered toward their 
property. Returning they expected the worst, but found the homestead 
buildings were miraculously unscathed. However, the garden, surrounding 
farmland and forests are all devastated. The Western Cape is currently 
experiencing Arctic temperatures as we pick up the pieces of our normal lives.   
 
Thousands of pets and wildlife have been injured and displaced.  Please help 
relieve some of the suffering with donations to Animal Welfare Organizations 
in W.Cape.   

 

SHOW RESULTS : Second Quarter 
 
Western Cape 
Welcome and congratulations to Nicole Jennings and Beldigo Forever Ready  
who graced the winners circle on their very first outing. ! 
 
21.05. Breede River Vallei KC Non Champ Show  : Judge Ms.A.Banks 
           Irish Setter 
           Baby Puppy Class 1st. Nicole Jennings Beldigo Forever Ready 
            4th Best Baby Puppy in Show judged by Mrs Buitendach 
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16.06 Swartland KC Ch.Sh. No.1. : Judge : Mrs. F. Browning (Gauteng) 
 
           English Setter bitch 
 
BOB Rowena Wonfor’s CH REIDWOOD AFRICAN VISION 
 
           Irish Setter dog 
 
BOB Anthony Wonfor’s CH. OAKDALES BOREAS 
 
17.06 Swatland KC Ch.Sh. No.2 : Judge Mr. Gerald Bidder (WC) 
 
           English Setter bitch 
 
BOB Rowena Wonfor’s CH REIDWOOD AFRICAN VISION 
 
           Irish Setter dog 
 
BOB & GROUP 2nd  Anthony Wonfor’s CH. OAKDALES BOREAS 
         
         
17.06 West Coast KC FCI Show :  Judge> Mr. Michael Vorster 
 
          English Setter bitch 
 
 CACIB ,BOB & 3rd GROUP 
 Rowena Wonfor’s CH REIDWOOD AFRICAN VISION 
 
          Irish Setter dog 
CACIB ,BOB & 2nd GROUP Anthony Wonfor’s CH. OAKDALES BOREAS 
 
 
 18.06 West Coat K.C. : Judge:  Mr. Peter Martin (Australia)    
  
           English Setter bitches 
 
BOB Rowena Wonfor’s  Int FCI & SA CH REIDWOOD AFRICAN DAWN 
GROUP BEST VETERAN 
 
RBOB Rowena Wonfor’s CH REIDWOOD AFRICAN VISION 
 
           Irish Setter dog    
    
BOB Anthony Wonfor’s CH. OAKDALES BOREAS 
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NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

 
 

                    Setters sitting on the fence?   Not for long!!       
 
No time to “sit on the fence“ for Setter owners and breeders in  the last few 
months: 
 
1.  KUSA/SAVA/FCI Hip & Elbow Scoring Scheme 
Approached by Jenny Hubbard (KUSA Federal Councillor) at the end of April 
for comment by our Setter group on proposals by SAVA to change the current 
system of scrutineers, a quick survey of breeders and stud dog owners raised 
various concerns related to the scheme.  These were formulated into a full 
report which was subsequently forwarded to Jenny and exchanged with other 
breed and group Clubs involved in the HD/ED control scheme. We await 
developments after the KUSA Federal Council meeting in June. 
 
2.DNA Testing – Half year report 2017 
PRA rcd 1 & CLAD – The National Registers reflect 373 Irish Setters either 
tested or Inherited Clear of these inherited conditions. No affected cases have 
been reported. 
 
PRA rcd 4 – The National Registers reflect 137 Irish Setters are either tested 
Clear or are Inherited Clear of Late onset Progressive Retinal Atrophy rcd 4 
with18 Tested as carriers and 2 affected. 
 
The full National Registers are freely available on request to Mark & Bridget 
Simpson mss01@telkomsa.net  
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3.  Napier visit  
It was lovely to finally meet James and Liz Anderson on their travels with 
“Seamus” from East London which resulted in our Winter Supplement Article, 
An Angel called Seamus, written by Liz and attached to this edition of Setter 
News.  Many thanks Liz we are sure all readers will be touched by your story.  
Keep up the good work! 
 
4. Rescue  
At the end of May Estelle Meiring was contacted with an appeal for help with 
“Ferguson” a 7 year of Irish Setter, not of her breeding, who needed 
 re-homing due to the sudden death of his aged owner in Pietermaritzburg.  
Estelle, circulated the sad news to all breeders and put details of “Ferguson’s” 
plight on her Facebook page,  
 
Gail Green of Fenris kennels stepped forward and was able to place him with 
well versed Setter owner Marilyn Davis in Kwazulu Natal     Thanks to Estelle 
and Gail for their prompt caring actions in this matter. “Ferguson” is settling in 
well and enjoying walks with Marilyn and the companionship of her 11 year 
old Dachshund.  She is delighted to have another Irish in her home and heart 
having lost her previous old boy sometime ago.     
 
5. Off to Oz 
On 19th July Mark Simpson (Oakdale Irish Setters) will be winging his way to 
Perth to judge the Western Australia Irish Setter Club’s Championship Show 
on 21st July returning to Cape Town on 28th July 2017 so look for news of his 
trip “down under” in the Setter News Spring edition. 
 
6. Specialist Judge for First Overberg KC Championship Show 
Mark Simpson has just been appointed to judge the Gundog Group at the first 
Overberg KC Championship Show to be held in Hermanus Western Cape on 
10th March 2018.  Book the date for a Specialist Setter Judge. Bridget will be 
judging the Toys at the same show 
 
So we come to the end of the Setter News winter edition.  Please let us have 
all your news, views and pictures for the 2017 Spring issue.  Phone Bridget or 
Mark Simpson at 028-4233934 or e-mail us at mss01@telkomsa.net we 
always look forward to hearing from our readers. 
 
Bridget & Mark Simpson 
Editors  
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