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Ever tried Montego Canine Nutrition?  
You’ll be pleasantly surprised with the quality! 
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                                                                        Editorial: 
 
The one great event this month was Cape Rottweiler Club’s National Grand Victor Show. They went big; acquiring 
an eminent judge in the person of Herr Edgar Hellmann and attracting just short of 120 entries! This must have 
been the first time in my life that I’ve actually attended any Rottweiler Specialist Show without either working for it, 
exhibiting a dog, judging or stewarding. I just sat around and feasted my eyes on wonderful dogs and just walked 
around and chatted to people. Pure bliss! 
 
This is a Newsletter where I’m publishing a bit less about Rottweilers ‘per se’, but more about the Dog in general    
-    that wonderful creature that we’ve now lived alongside with for literally tens of thousands of years. Our bond 
with them has become akin to that of a relative, for that’s what they are. We’ve since learnt that since time 
immemorial, there developed a spiritual bond too. Nowadays they are companions, co-workers, fellow soldiers, 
‘seeing eye’ dogs, therapy dogs, sporting companions, security dogs, playmates for our kids and much more. I’ve 
discovered how, in different cultures, since the dawn of time, we’ve afforded them burial rituals too. And, another 
article shows a new insight into the causes of cancer amongs dogs. Quite an eye opener, to say the least 
 
Our AGM went off wthout a hitch and little has changed. To hold it together with CRC’s AGM at the same venue, 
an hour apart, has worked nicely for two years now, as many of us belong to both Clubs. I well remember more 
than twenty years ago, when I still lived in Gauteng, the inter-Club conflicts there, that also manifested itself in the 
Rottweiler Breed Council (RBC) of KUSA. Those are things of the past and I can just state that the harmony 
amongst the Clubs up-country is mainly the result of the leadership exercised by the likes of Neil Perkins and 
Tommy Bezuidenhout. The SA Rottweiler world has become a team, and it took us roughly two decades to do so. 
Here in the Cape; since Mitchell’s Plain Rottweiler Club became the CRC and obtained KUSA affilliation, they 
have grown from strenth to strenth and are very well managed. Since they became a Championship Show Club 
ten years ago, they together with the WPRC, have shown a team spirit that no other province had from the 
beginning (and it manifests itself in that we have, at times, even become an ocean-going angling team !) 
 
Talking of Neil Perkins, who chairs both the Meridian Rottweiler League and the RBC of KUSA    -    he’ll be 
judging our Championship Show IPO event, as well as our 27th Breed Show, and also our BA/BST event, on the 
weekend of 15 / 16 / 17 / 18 September this year. Quite a weekend to look forward too! Within the next three 
months, we’ll be sending those schedules to everyone. In the meantime, Neil will also be judging in three 
European countries. 
 
Tommy Bezuidenhoudt will be judging in Sydney, Australia later in the year, while I’ll be judging for my old Club, 
the RWBA in Gauteng. Barron Africa has just presented his final portfolio the the Judges’ Sub-Committee of 
KUSA (who was VERY complementary about it) and is on the brink of becoming a Specialist too. Congratulations, 
Barron! 
 
I’ve made this request before and I’d like to do so again    -    we can always do with more Newsletter articles from 
members (and even non-members.) Anything about Rottweilers (or anything noteworthy and/or educational about 
dogs, for that matter.) Humoristic incidents, or more serious stuff (like the one we placed once of Anita 
Bodenstein’s old Rottweiler bitch ‘Greta’ who sorted out a BIG cobra that once took shortcut through their 
smallholding!) I do my best to gather items of interest, but will certainly appreciate contributions from our 
members too.  
 
On the 6th and 7th of May, the WPRC will hold another Aptitude Test (APT) weekend. I know we’ve sent the 
Schedule out already, but there has been an adjustment with regard to the judges officiating, so we’ll re-send it to 
everyone soon. APT is a most interesting test for a dog’s working potential, and the Western Cape’s APT Sub-
Committee consists of some four ‘Working’ breeds, who manage it together. Our WPRC delegate on it is Barry-
Jon Kannemeyer. Any who want to know what it consists of, are free to e-mail me and I’ll send you a description. 

 
                    Be od good cheer!                                                       Groete! 
 

                                                                                                                                Chris Pretorius     



                                    How do Dog years compare to Human years?           

 
 
I remember growing up and being told by the adults how one dog year equalled seven human years. I took that 
for gospel, because, did not the grown-ups know about these things? That is still believed by a great many people 
today. 
 
Nowadays most of us know that some breeds live longer than other breeds; i.e. the very small breeds live almost 
twice as long as the very large breeds. In the wild, wolves and Cape Hunting Dogs don’t live too long   -   once 
they cannot hunt anymore, that’s the end for them. But, domestic dogs are well cared for right into old age and 
therefore live much longer. Quality of life, exercise, wieght management and a healthy diet can extend a dog’s life 
expectancy even more. 
 
In a way, our dogs cheat us. Why can’t they live as long as a horse (twenty  -  twenty five years?) Then we could 
even go on pension together! 
 
The table below provides a graph for dogs catagorized as small, medium, large and very large. We all know that 
in the case of Rottweilers (excepting for cancer etc.), ten years seem to be the norm and every year after that is a 
bonus. I know of only two Rottweilers who survived to the ripe old age of fifteen. 
 
 

 
 
So, there we are! The first twelve months in any dog’s life probably equal twenty years in human terms. Male 
dogs (on average) reach puberty at about ten months, while bitches start their heat at roundabout eight months. 
 

 Chris Pretorius                                                                                                                                                 
   



 

                         Early co-existence between humans and dogs:    (Extracts from National Geographic) 

 
Since 1967, I have (personally) buried every dog I ever owned and found in it a certain emotional release to be 
able to send it on its way. And yes; hopefully there is a (very much deserved) Hereafter for them too, because if 
that is not so, I’d like to go where they went (!) Many people actually afford their beloved canines such last rites, 
and some even cremate them in style. 
 
I recently saw an article by Elsabe’ Brits in ‘Die Burger’ about this topic, and did some ‘Google’ research about it. 
It appears that many thousands of years ago already, humans already had developed such an emotional bond 
with their dogs, so much so that they actually performed ritual burials when they died. In some cases, some were 
actually buried along with their humans. 
 
According to studies that were published in the magazine ‘PLOS one’, there appears to be a direct connection 
between the practice of burying dogs  -  as long as 10,000 years ago   -   and the human’s use of symbolism. 
Direct radiocarbon dating of the locality of an east Siberian region’s dog remains indicated that these animals 
were given burials only during periods in which human burials were common. Dog burials of any kind were most 
common during the Early Neolithic (7,000 – 8,000 BP) and rare during all other time periods. Further, only 
hunter/gatherer groups seem to have buried canids in this region, as pastoral habitation sites and cemetaries 
generally lack dog interments (except for sacrificed animals.) During the Late Pleistocene, people in Eurasia 
began ritually burying domestic dogs, indicating that humans’ close personal interactions with these animals have 
a very deep (and likely very complex) history. 
 
 

 
 
      An ancient domestic dog buried between 7,000 and 8,000 years ago, in a sittng or crouching position. 
 
Siberia: 
 
Dog burials (potentially) could be most common among foraging groups that were heaily dependent on terrestial 
game like deer, which can be effectively hunted with dogs. Correspondingly, dog interment then might be 
uncommon among foraging groups relying mostly on fishing, which was unlikely to involve the use of dogs. 
Further, dog burials might have been widespresd among pastoralists who became emotionally tied to certain dogs 
through their use in herding, livestock protection and hunting.  
 



These canid graves were discovered in eastern Siberia, close to lake Baikal in Russia, in the same locations  
where the first proof was found that canines have already been tamed and kept by homo sapiens as early as 
33,000 years ago, in that they adopted the grey wolf into their dwellings. 
 
Canine gravesites have been studied world wide by a team of researchers led by Dr. Robert Losey from the 
University of Alberta. Most of these canines were found to have been buried between 7,000 and 8,000 years ago, 
when the hunter/gatherers who kept them were also buried. These dogs enjoyed almost human status, according 
to the research team. In those times, dogs were the only animals who lived that close to humans. The have ever 
since been a deep bond between dogs and humans. 
 
The research team discovered a canid grave of a dog that was buried wearing a collar adorned with eight deer 
teeth.  
 
In another grave was the remains of a man, buried between two dogs, both laid down as if they were sleeping.  
 
Another dog was buried with a round pebble in his mouth. According to the research team, it could have been 
either a toy, or a symbolic object. Other dogs were buried with spoons or stone knives. 
 

 
 

An early domestic dog, buied with a round stone pebble in his mouth. 
 
 
The way these dogs were buried, was similar to the burial rituals of humans of that period. The research clearly 
shows that they were more than mere bio-tecnological aids for hunting, but also part of Man’s emotional and 
social life.   
 
Human emotional attachment to dogs alone cannot account for these patterns, as both humans and dogs almost 
certainly would have had the capacity for such close personal relationships across all of Cis-Baikal and 
throughout the last 12,000 years. The evidence presented during the research and excavations indicated that the 
foragers in Cis-Baikal’s practice of burying dogs in cemetaries, did this only when they regularly buried their 
human dead in such settings. This happened mostly during the Middle Holocene. Dogs were then the only 
domesticated animals living with humans at this time, and it appears that dogs and animals such as bears were 
considered by foraging groups here, to be spiritually similar to humans (as were many animals among historic 
northern indigenous groups.) When these broader beliefs were combined with intimate personal reationships with 
dogs, which involved sharing many of the same foods and the practice of burying a group’s members in 
cemetaries, some dogs were given ‘human’ mortuary rites. 
 
 
 



A 2,000 year old pet cemetary discovered in Egypt: 
 
Marta Osypinska of the Polish Academy of Sciences, the autor of a new study in the journal ‘Antiquity’, highlighted 
the significance of the emotional factor, which renders this burial site an actual pet cemetary. This pet cemetary 
discovered in Egypt’s town Berenike has yielded remains of animals who were companions, rather than of 
religious use. What was otherwise mostly the case, was that various animal burials found in Egypt is that the 
animals buried in specific locations, were bred for sacrifice and often buried as offerings in religious rituals. But, 
those at Berenike, an ancient Read Sea port town, revealed what was actually a pet cemetary. The excavation, 
which started in 2011, was led by Steven Sidebotham from the University of Delaware in cooperation with the 
Polish Centre for Mediterranean Archaeology from the Warsaw University. 
 

 
 
                                            Egyptian Pet dog burial (Credit: Bartosz Woszick) 
 
This pet cemetary has yielded the remains of animals which were companions, rather than those of religious use. 
Archaeologists unearthed about 100 intact animal skeletons, as well as artefacts. The pet cemetary probably 
dates to the period between the late 1st and half of the 2nd century AD and was located between Berenika and a 
Ptolemaic fortress area close by. 

 
 
                                Excavation site of the Berenika pet cemetary by Marta Osypiska, Piotr 
                                       Osypinski and Kamila Braulinksa (Credit: Marta Osypinska) 



                              
 
                                    Assorted cat burials from Berenike (Credit: Marta Osypinska) 
 
The offerings, the tombstones, the improvised sarcophagus-like vessels in which the animals were buried all 
indicate that their owners approached the burying process with care and tenderness.  
 

 
 
And then there is the Egyptian spritual dog-god ‘Anubis’, who prepared the ancient Egyptian nobles for the 
hereafter and accompanied them to the Underworld. Anubis has a modern-day look-alike in the Pharoah Hound. 
 

  



 
 
Dog burials in ancient Greece: 
 
Recent excavations of early Iron Age tombs at Kavousi, Crete, have revealed new evidence of dog burials in the 
Greek world. Dogs were sometimes, although not regularly, buried with humans in chamber and tholos tombs of 
the Late Bronze Age on Crete and the Mainland. In the Early Iron Age, the practice continued on Crete, where 
dogs were buried in pits in cemetaries separate from their masters, often accompanying horses and donkeys. 
Dogs were probably intended to act as companions or guardians on the journey to the Underworld, although they 
may have served a further function of purification, to judge from the use of dogs in purification rites in the periods 
thereafter. The custom of dog burial died out after the Geomatric Period and a changed attirude towards dogs can 
be seen in the more sentimental treatment revealed in tomb markers and epigrams. The Kavousi dog burials have 
their closest parallels in Dark Age Crete, but the number of dogs involved and the presence of puppies make 
them unusual. Source:  (National Geographic) 
 
Peruvian dog burials: 
 
From National Geographic    -    ‘Just as modern dog fanciers pamper their pets with table morsels and space on 
the furniture, Peruvians of old also treated their dogs like family members. That’s the conclusion argaeologists 
have reached after uncovering more than 40 mummified dogs in a thousand-year old pet cemetary south of Lima 
in Peru.’ 
 

 
 
Peruvian anthropologist Sonia Guillen and her team made the find while excavating a human cemetary of the 
Chiribaya culture, an agricultural society that thrived from AD 900 to 1,350, before the rise of the Inca. The 
researchers found 43 dogs buried in separate plots alongside their human owners, naturally preserved by the 
desert sands and esconced with treats for the afterlife. 
 
‘We have found that in all the cemetaries, always in between the human tombs there are others dedicated to the 
dogs; full grown and puppies’, Guillen told the Associated Press. ‘They have their own graves and in some cases 
they are buried with blankets and food’. 
 
The discovery speaks volumes about the high status the Chiribaya culture placed on their dogs, which Guillen 
says were prized for their skill in herding llamas. But, the find also raises questions about what (if any) claim 
Peru’s modern-day dogs may have to these ancient, celebrated canines. Guillen’s team is currently trying to 
prove that the Chiribaya shepherds have descendants still living today and that the dogs constitute a unique 
breed. ‘We have found very similar animals with the same characteristics in Peru’s southern valleys’, she said. 
‘This shepherd is still among us’. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Native American dog burial sites: 
 
The Society for American Archeology in Vancouver, Canada, wrote as follows regarding the first results of an 
investigation on dog burial places encountered. These all point to the mystical role these animals had for these 
people. 
 
‘Throughout the region, dogs have been found to be buried with jewelry, alongside adults and children, carefully 
stacked in groups or in positions that related to important structures. The findings suggest that the animals figured 
more prominently in their owners’ lives than simply as pets. I’m suggesting that these dogs in the New World and 
the Southwest were used to escort people into the next world and sometimes they were used in certain rituals in 
place of people’, author Dody Fugate,an assistant curator at the Museum of Indian Arts and Culture in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, told National Geographic News. 
 
‘I have a database now of almost 700 dog burials and a large number of them are either buried in groups in 
places of ritual or they’re buried with individual human beings. Many of the burial sites are concentrated in 
northwesten New Mexico and along the Arizona / New Mexico border’, said Fugate. The gathered information 
shows that dog burials were practiced mainly between 400BC and AD 1,100. ‘The earlier the (human) burial, the 
more likely you are to have a dog in it’, Fugate said. 
 

 
 
However, in the 14th or 15th century, the practice ceased, as evidence showed. ‘Indeed, today’s Pueblo and 
Navajo Indians believe it is improper to bury dogs. What the ancient dogs looked like is an open question, but 
their remains suggest that they were far more diverse than was previously believed’, Fugate said. 
 
South Africa: 
 
I have not done any research into rutual dog burials in ancient South Africa, but I do know that the Nguni and 
Sotho people, like the Khoi and the San, treasured their dogs greatly and used them to hunt, to herd and as 
watchdogs. Incredibly, the Africanis breed, although it ranges from the Lesotho highlands to the Limpopo and 
from there via the Karoo to the Kalahari and beyond to Namibia, is said to carry th same DNA and this has been 
greatly researched by Johann Gallant of Kwazulu-Natal. Tragically, Johann has suffered a stroke some years 
ago, but luckily not before he left us with much of his literature, findings and photo’s of the subject. What struck 
me was the uncanny similarity the Africanis shows to the Pharoah Hound. It is truly an African dog. Unfortunately, 
the Africanis blood has during the last century been diluted with Greyhound blood, but Johann did find pure 
specimens in northern KZN, which were catalogued, microchipped and photographed. 
 



  
 
                                                   Africanis type                            Johann Gallant with a typical  
                                                                                                              Africanis specimen  

 
I would like to share with you the only case I really know of, of a South African dog burial, together with its 
owners. William Schreiner, Cape Prime Minister up to 1900, had a famous older sister, Olive Schreiner, author of 
some books amongst which ‘Story of an African Farm’ (later made into a film.) She was also an activist who wrote 
hectic articles, remonstrating against the Anglo Boer War and for that reason spent the last part of the war under 
house arrest in Hannover in the Cape. She must also have been the earliest SA feminist activist of her time. She 
loved the Karoo and its people and was besotted with animals. Samuel Cronwright, her husband, together with 
their baby daughter (who only survived for a day after birth) and Olive, together with her dog Nita, were (at her 
request) all buried in a granite tomb on the summit of Buffelskop near Cradock, overlooking the Great Karoo.  
 

  
 

   Chris Pretorius                                                                                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 



 

               
 

                                            Helderbos B & B 
     Bordeaux Close (off Old Stellenbosch Road) 
                            Somerset West 
 
            For the ultimate in Cape Hospitality! 
 
Close to world-class golf estate, wine estates, beaches 

                and mountain and coastal drives 
 
Contact Nonnie Oosthuizen: 021-855-2713 / 082-495-9283 
                         or info@helderbos.co.za  
 
Websites: Guest House  -  www.helderbos.co.za 
                  Kennels:         -  www.piketbergdogs.com  

      

          HELDERBOS 
 

    (Also the home of ‘Piketberg’ Kennels;       
                                            Bullterriers and Rottweilers.) 
 

 
                                        
 

mailto:info@helderbos.co.za
http://www.helderbos.co.za/
http://www.piketbergdogs.com/


                                Dog Cancer    -    Five simple steps that can help prevent it: 
 
Diana Scott is Editor in Chief for ‘Dogs Naturally’ magazine. She is a Labrador breeder and has been a raw 
feeding, natural rearing breeder since the 90’s. She is an advocate for natural health care for dogs and people 
and works tirelessly to educate pet owners, so that they can influence Veterinary Medicine and change the 
current vaccine, food and preventative health practices. In this condensed version of her precis on dog cancer, I 
would like to quote her as follows: 
 
‘Did you know that the primary cause of death in dogs over two years of age is cancer? In fact, half of all adult 
dogs will die from cancer. That is a staggering number. Cancer begins when carcinogens damage DNA, which 
then waits for just the right opportunity to create cancerous cells. The good news is that your dog’s body has a 
built-in mechanism to kill cancer cells; a gene called P53. However, exposure to toxins and viruses can damage 
that gene and limit its ability to protect the body from the spread of cancerous cells. We all know that treatment 
options for cancer aren’t all that effective. The best cure for cancer is to just not get it in the first place. Happily, 
there are easy, actionable steps you can take to prevent cancer in your furry family members. Here is a list that 
every pet owner should be aware of, and you can beat the odds for your dog by following these 5 simple steps’:   
 
1) Reduce the use of Flea and Tick products. 
 
‘Dr. Dobozy of the Environmental Protection (EPA) Agency’s pesticide division states that one of the laboratory 
effects of fipronil in the popular flea and tick product ‘Frontline’, is thyroid cancer and altered thyroid hormones.’ 
 
‘While the company creates the impression that their product does not migrate into the body, radiolabelled 
fibronil was found in several organs and in the fat of tested dogs and was excreted in their urine and faeces.’ 
 
‘Bio Spot Tick and Flea Control, Defend Expot Treatment and Zodiac FleaTrol Spot On all contain one or both of 
the active ingredients Permethrin and/or Pyriproxyfen. Permethrin has been implicated as a carcinogen 
insecticide causing lung cancer and liver tumours in laboratory animals. Exposure to a carcinogen typically 
occurs many years before the cancer appears. Often, it never escalates into a cancerous growth. Imagine how 
potent the carcinogens are that create cancer within several months in a laboratory setting.’ 
 
‘Don’t think that the numerous products not mentioned here are safe. According to the Centre for Public 
Integrity, who collected information through the Freedom of Information Act, the ‘natural’ pyrethrins (naturally 
occurring compounds from the chrysanthemum plant) and pyrethroids (the synthetic counterpart) caused double 
the fatalities (1,600) from 2002 to 2007 than the non-pyrethroid compounds.’ 
 
‘There are natural products that are effective for fleas and ticks. Do your pet a favour and look for safer 
alternatives.’ 
 
2) Maintain your lawn and garden with non-toxic products. 
 
‘Lawn chemicals, weed killers and herbicides are just as toxic as flea and tick products. Dogs and cats are low 
to the ground and are much more susceptible to these toxins.’ 
 
‘Studies (Abstract of Environmental Health 112(1): 171-6 of Jan. 2012) show a link between lawn chemicals and 
cancer in dogs. In this study, researchers identified 263 dogs with biopsy-confirmed canine malignant lymphoma 
(CML), 240 dogs with benign tumours and 230 dogs undergoing surgeries unrelated to cancer. Then, they 
asked the pet owners to complete a 10 page questionnaire.’ 
 
‘It was found that dogs with malignant lymphoma were 70% more likely to live in a home where professionally 
applied lawn pesticides had been used. Dogs with serious malignancies were also 170% more likely to come 
from homes where owners used chemical insecticides.’ 
 
‘For non-toxic lawn nourishment, broadcast one-eighth to one-quarter of high-quality compost over your lawn, 
using a shovel. Compost nourishes beneficial soil microbes and doesn’t contain harsh salts the way chemical 
fertilizers do and you could see some improvement in just a few days.’ 



‘Instead of reaching for Roundup or other harmful products to kill weeds creeping up through sidewalk or 
driveway cracks, try using BurnOut, an organic weed killer made of food grade vinegar and clove oil. Just be 
sure to spray it directly on weeds on a warm, sunny day for the best effect. You can also use BurnOut to quickly 
and organically kill weeds in the yard; however, it will temporarily leave a brown spot and you’ll need to reseed 
the area to shade out new weed growth.’ 
 
3) Know what’s in your detergents, soaps and cleansers. 
 
‘Take it upon yourself to research dryer sheets and room deodorizers on the Web and you’ll discover their 
cancer causing ingredients. If all the carcinogens our dogs are exposed to on a daily basis are mentioned, this 
will be a very long and depressing article’. 
 
‘Even cleaners labelled ‘safe’, ‘non-toxic’ and ‘green’ can contain hazardous ingredients. There should be a law 
against bogus claims, but there isn’t. Some companies happily bend the truth   -   because they can. Even citrus 
and pine based cleaners can react with traces of ozone pollution to form ultra-fine particles that penetrate deep 
into the lungs, as well as formaldehyde, which the US government classifies as a known human carcinogen.’  
 
4) If you must sterilize / neuter your dog, DON’T do it too young. 
 
‘A growing body of research is implicating early spaying and neutering in increasing cancer rates. In a 2002 
study, it was established that there was an increased risk of osteosarcoma (bone cancer) in both male and 
female Rottweilers, sterilized before the age of one year.’  
 
‘In another study it was shown that the risk of bone cancer in sterilized large, purebred dogs was twice that of 
dogs that were not neutered.’ 
 
‘Spaying and neutering, especially when done before 18 months of age, shouldn’t be an automatic decision. ‘ 
 
5) Eliminate or minimize vaccinations as much as possible. 
 
‘We saved the MOST important point for last. In cats, the Feline Vaccine Associated Sarcoma is an aggressive 
malignant tumour that appears at vaccine injection sites. What is the veterinary solution for this? To vaccinate 
cats in the tail, so it can easily be removed when fibrosarcoma strikes.’ 
 
‘This doesn’t mean dogs don’t get cancer from vaccines. The Journal of Veterinary Medicine, August 2003, 
shows that vaccines cause cancer in dogs at their injection sites too.’ 
 
‘Cancers are not found only in vaccine injection sites, but in other areas of the body not directly in the vicinity of 
the injection site. Documented cases of lymphoma have resulted in patients developing vaccine injection site 
fibrosarcomas.’ 
 
‘The reason cancer is so strongly linked to vaccines is a commonly found vaccine adjuvant: aluminium! In 1999, 
the WHO named aluminium hydroxide as a grade 3 out of 4 carcinogen, with 4 being the most carcinogenic.’ 
 
‘Not only do vaccines inject this dangerous carcinogen into pets, they also have the same effect as the above 
toxins; the damage to the cancer protecting P53 genes. Talk about a double whammy!’ 
 
‘If you must vaccinate, be aware that it only takes one core vaccine to protect a dog or cat for life. There is no 
need to re-vaccinate once a dog has responded to a vaccine. How do you know if your dog has responded to a 
vaccine? You ask your vet to run a titre test, preferably two to three weeks after vaccination.’ 
 

‘So, there you have it! Five easy ways to prevent cancer in your pet, What changes can you make today?’   
        
 
 



                             How do Rottweilers compare to other breeds? 
 

This is most interesting    -    I notice that it has been some years since I used this article. Our more recent members 
will certainly like to read this (and some of our other members too!  -   Ed.) 

 
Benjamin Hart is an expert on canine behaviour and professor of Physiology and Behaviour at the School of Veterinary 
Medicine at the University of California in Davis. His wife, Lynette is Director of the Human-Animal interaction programme at 
the same institution. In 1988 they jointly wrote a book titled ‘The Perfect Puppy’   -   a reference manual to assist people in 
choosing the right dog for themselves and their circumstances. Since 1992, this was translated into Afrikaans by the late 
Prof. Johannes Odendaal, who headed the department of Veterinary Etiology of the University of Pretoria at Onderstepoort, 
under the title ‘Kies die regte Hond.’ He was also an international consultant for Human-Animal Interaction and has lectured 
as such locally and internationally.  
 
In compiling the book, thirteen different traits present in dogs were presented to a great many Vets and also to a large 
number of dog trainers. They were all asked to appraise the following for some 66 dog breeds: 
 
Obedience,                           Toilet habits,                       Need for affection,                  Guard dog barking,  
Excessive barking,                Excitement,                        Playfulness,                            Destructiveness, Snapping at kids,                  
Defense of territory,               Liveliness,                         Dominance of owner               Aggression towards dogs. 
 
On most issues, trainers and vets concurred. Occasionally vets and trainers differed somewhat in opinion, but then one 
must allow for the fact that their working environments differ (at training, the dogs are undoubtedly happier, whereas at the 
clinic, many may be stressed.) Also, it is important to remember that there is no such thing as a single person who would be 
an expert on all dog breeds, therefore the observations of a multiple nature was needed. Care was taken to gauge the 
opinions of all these people about all breeds (except their own), so as to eliminate prejudice and to arrive at a well-balanced 
set of conclusions. Some items were even viewed differently by men than by women (!) Remember too that there are 
variations within any given breed as well, but on the whole, tendencies are generally much easier predictable in pure-bred 
dogs than in cross-breeds (for obvious reasons). 
 
This 180-page guide features the character profiles of 45 of the most popular dog breeds at present in South Africa  -   
therefore Prof. Odendaal took care to also include the Boerboel. In this article, we will not attempt to match the characters of 
all these breeds; but to show in what ways Rottweilers differ from some  with regard to the above 12 traits. No dog breed 
can be declared to be ‘better than others’   -   all have been selectively bred and developed for a specific purpose or task. 
 
Interestingly, most males have a greater tendency to snap at kids, dominate their owners, defend their territory, be 
destructive, playful or lively and to show aggression towards other dogs. Bitches are more inclined to be obedient, have a 
greater need for owner-affection and are easier to house-train. The difference between the sexes with regard to guard dog 
barking, excessive barking and excitement were insignificant.  
 
All Vets and Trainers involved in the survey agreed that the predictability of ‘excitement’ and ‘liveliness’ were easy to point 
out amongst various breeds. With regard to ‘snapping at kids’, ‘excessive barking’, ‘playfulness’, ‘obedience’, ‘aggression 
towards other dogs’, ‘dominance of owner’ and ‘territorial defense’, they could only state moderate predictability. ‘Need for 
owner’s affection’, ‘destructiveness’ and ‘cleanliness’ (toilet habits) were the most difficult to attribute to any given breed and 
its predictability is stated as low. The surveys were made in both North America and locally. 
 
We will not be quoting all the breeds for each of the thirteen traits    -    only those of the worst performers, the best 
performers and how the Rottweiler rated in comparison (on a scale from One to Ten): 
 
 
1) Excitability: The least excitable dogs were the Bloodhound, Basset Hound, Newfoundland, Australian Shepherd and 

the Rottweiler with a score of one. The most excitable (scoring ten) were the Scottish Terrier, Yorkshire Terrier, Min. 
Schnauzer, West Highland White Terrier and Fox Terrier. 

 
2) Liveliness: The least lively were the Basset Hound, Bloodhound, English Bulldog, Newfoundland and Rough Collie, all 

with a score of one. Scoring ten were Chihuahua’s, Min. Schnauzers, Fox Terriers, Irish Setters and West Highland 
White Terriers. (The Rottweiler scored two). 



 
3) Snapping at kids: Least prone to do so were Golden Retrievers, Labradors, Newfoundlands, Bloodhounds and Rough 

Collies. The ones who scored ten were Scottish Terriers, Min. Schnauzers, West Highland White Terriers, Chow-chows, 
Yorkshire Terriers and (believe this) Toy Pomeranians! The Rottweiler had a score of 4. 

 
4) Excessive Barking: Here the quietest dogs (with a score of one) were the Bloodhound, Golden Retriever, 

Newfoundland, Akita and the Rottweiler. Scoring ten were the Yorkshire Terrier, Cairn Terrier, Min. Schnauzer, West 
Highland White Terrier, Fox Terrier and Beagle. 

 
5) Playfulness: Least playful were Bloodhounds, English Bulldogs, Chow-chows, Basset Hounds, Saint Bernards and 

Malamute Huskies, all scoring one. Top of the ‘play’ list, scoring ten, were Standard Poodles, Airedale Terriers, Cairn 
Terriers, Min. Schnauzers, English Springer Spaniels and Irish Setters. The Rottweiler scored a laid-back two. (I 
wonder how many of each breed were tested?) 

 
6) Obedience Aptitude: Least obedient were Basset hounds (I can vouch for that too!), Chows, Fox Terriers, Afghan 

Hounds, English Bulldogs and Beagles. Most Obedient (scoring ten) were Min. Poodles, German Shepherds, Standard 
Poodles, Shetland Collies, Dobermanns and Australian Shepherds. Here the Rottweiler rated a seven.  

 
7) Guard Dog Barking: The weakest as far as ‘impact’ is concerned, were Bloodhounds, Newfoundlands, Saint Bernards 

and Basset Hounds. The strongest (i.e. most formidable) were Rottweilers (of course!), Scottish Terriers, West 
Highland White Terriers, Dobermanns, German Shepherds and Min. Schnauzers (here they rated ‘threat presentation’ 
and not the size of the dog). 

 
8) Aggression towards other dogs: The main culprits, scoring ten, were Siberian Huskies (?), West Highland White 

Terriers, Scottish Terriers, Chow-chows, Fox Terriers and Min. Schnauzers. The least aggressive were Golden 
Retrievers, Newfoundlands, Bischon Frise, Shetland Collies and Bloodhounds, who all scored a ten. Here the 
Rottweiler rated eight (that low?) 

 
9) Domination of Owner: The least inclined to do so were Golden Retrievers, Australian Shepherds, Shetland Collies, 

Rough Collies, Brittany Spaniels and Bloodhounds. The ten-scorers were Fox Terriers, Siberian Huskies, Afghan 
Hounds, Min. Schnauzers, Chow-chows and Scottish Terriers. The Rottweilers had a score of nine. 

 
10) Territorial Defense Instinct: Here of course the Rottweiler were amongst the top-scorers together with the 

Boerboel, Bullmastiff, Dobermann, German Shepherd, Akita, Chow-chow and Min. Schnauzer. Those who scored least 
were Basset Hounds, Bloodhounds, Brittany Spaniels, Golden Retrievers, Pugs and Bichon Frise’s. 

 
 

11) Need for Owner’s Affection: Here I had a bit of a problem with the verdict. It stated that the dogs who were least 
dependent on their owners’ affection were Akita’s Bloodhounds, Bassets, Rough Collies and Rottweilers. I’m sure 
many of our Rottie fanciers will disagree    -    Rottweilers can be real ‘whimps’ as far as love and affection is concerned; 
they’re the ones who would happily crawl onto your lap if you allow them! Those who need their owners’ affection most 
are said to be the Lhasa Apso, Boston Terrier, English Springer Spaniel, Min. Poodle and Toy Poodle.  

 
(No wonder that this was one of the three traits which were found to be the most difficult to assess  

      during the survey).  
 
12) Destructiveness: The breeds who were said to cause most havoc during their growing stages were West Highland 

White Terriers, Irish Setters, Airedale Terriers, German Shepherds, Siberian Huskies and Fox Terriers. They all scored 
a rough and ready ten! Least destructive were Bloodhounds, English Bulldogs, Pekingese, Golden Retrievers, 
Newfoundlands and Akita’s. The Rottweiler score a modest three (ahem  -  the assessors clearly have not yet seen a 
1000cc Kawasaki motorcycle with its entire saddle chewed off!) 

 
 
 
 



13) Cleanliness (toilet habits): Here I would not distinguish between breeds   -   I’d think that that would be nigh 
impossible. The survey, however, stated that the ‘easier’ breeds would be Basset Hounds, Daschounds, Dalmations, 
Pekingese and Beagles. Those who would be the most difficult to house-train are Bichon Frise, Min. Poodles, Standard 
Poodles, Corgi’s, Australian Shepherds and Dobermanns, all scoring a ten. Here, the Rottweiler rated seven. 

 
Statistics is supposed to be a numerical picture of what happens in practice. The more people and dogs you include in a 
survey, the more accurate a survey becomes. I think for the most part, the above traits (as surveyed) conveys a fairly 
reliable picture, with the possible exceptions of arriving at the scores of ‘need for owner’s affection’, ‘cleanliness’ and 
‘destructiveness’.  
 

Chris Pretorius                                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                      

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

             

 



 

 

 

                              Personal / Persoonlik: 
 
NB:       When you have a change of e-mail or postal address, be sure to let your Club    
              know in time   -  else there will be NO way this Newsletter will reach you! 
 
ALSO:    You will be notified of your membership renewal, either by mail, phone, fax or  
               e-mail. Do try to remember for yourself when it becomes due, just in case  
               (especially our surface-mailed) notification fails to reach you! 
                                                 
Should you require training from an accomplished Rottweiler Club member, you may contact any of the following:  - 
 
 
Selvin Lewis (Obedience, IPO, BWT,     Durbanville Race Course, Sundays                 083-241-1685 
ITT, BA/BST preparation 
 
Chris Pretorius (Obedience,                    De Kuilen Primary School, Kuils River,            021-851-4303 
Protection & preparation for BA /BST)     Saturdays, 15:00                                             082-590-7660 
And, together with Selvin Lewis               Strand High School, Sundays 15:00               083-241-1685 
 
Should you be outside these areas, e.g. Hout Bay, Simonstown etc., pse. phone Chris, who will point you to your 
nearest (reputable) training centre. 
 
                                                            __________________________________    
 
 
 
 

 


