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Dear Members
As this is our last magazine for 2019, it is 
time to wish all our members a happy 
holiday season and remind you to send us 
your holiday photos of your Bouviers for 
inclusion in our first magazine of 2020. We 
would also be very pleased to see them on 
our Facebook page 'Bouvier Club South 
Africa'.
We are most grateful to Barry Schönfeldt 
for his assistance in compiling the Club's 
August electronic magazine as well as this 
one and will be starting to engage with him 
in respect of getting our website up and 
running again - and hopefully improved 
too.
Club activities have been quiet since our 
August magazine but we are pleased to 
welcome some new members - Eric van 
der Walt from Bethal, Paul Zwarts in 
Oudsthoorn and the Lamprecht family in 
Somerset West, all of whom had puppies 
from the Lepoilu G litter but received their 
puppies after we had gone to press last 
time. We also welcome Gary and Sarah 
Schach from Johannesburg - Gary 
mentioned having previously had a puppy 
from the Vermunts who have been life 
members of this club from the early days 
but with whom the club has been unable to 
keep contact - if anyone has a means of 
contacting the Vermunts, please would 
they let Liz Hodgson know. Gary and 
Sarah are hoping to get a Bouvier in the 
near future and we look forward to sharing 
their pleasure when this happens.
There are only a few show results to report 
this quarter as the main participants in 
conformation dog shows have been busy 
with other activities. However, we can 
report that Liz Hodgson's Délice went 
straight back to school as soon as her 
puppies had left and was successful in 
passing her Canine Good Citizen Bronze 
level a couple of weeks later. 

LETTER FROM  THE CLUB

ITTEECOM

Some work will be required before she can 
catch up with her sister, Denise Scarrott's 
Miya, to Silver level though! Maternity 
l eave  p lays  havoc  w i th  t r a in ing 
programmes.
Talking of Denise, we are very sorry to 
report that Tristan died at home at the end 
of the month and our heartfelt sympathy is 
extended to Denise and Fina. Tristan was 
a lucky dog to have had a rescue home 
with Denise where he was dearly loved for 
several years and he is now sorely 
missed. We will all miss Tristan's Tail in the 
magazine and hope that in time Denise 
will find the memories of happy times with 
him supersede the present grief.
However we also congratulate Denise and 
Miya as the latter has become the first 
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  B o u v i e r  t o  a t t a i n 
International Championship status. This 
has required her to be certified "Excellent" 
by four judges, three from overseas over a 
period of at least a year. Well done - the 
Club is proud of you!
The Club receives breed statistics from 
KUSA and reports that this year there 
were only fourteen registered Bouviers 
born in South Africa. Disturbingly, three 
unregistered litters were surrendered to 
and/or have been re-homed under the 
auspices of Bouvier Rescue SA recently. 
Unfortunately the popular trend for 
condemning 'breeders' on social media, 
whether or not they breed ethically, does 
not augur well for the future of the Bouvier 
des Flandres and many other pedigreed 
dogs in South Africa. There is no joy in 
pointing out "we are not alone" and in fact 
we have done well to survive this long as a 
breed club.
Input costs for responsible breeders mean 
they cannot compete in price for puppies 
against rescue/shelter organisations 
whose puppy costs exclude obtaining and 
maintaining the breeding stock, any health
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checks on the stock as well as the hours of 
dedication and cost it takes to raise and 
feed a litter properly (i.e. lay the foundation 
for the long term health of the adult dog). 
An ethical breeder is therefore often 
deemed to be a money maker whereas a 
rescue/shelter puppy offers a 'feel 
virtuous' boost and is perceived to be a 
better value puppy even though the goods 
are not the same at all! It is reasonable to 
assume on current trends that locally bred 
KUSA registered Bouvier puppies will not 
be available in South Africa beyond the 
next couple of years without an urgent 
appreciation by lovers of the breed as to 
how threatening to breed integrity the 
prevalence of accidental and ignorant 
Bouvier production (it is not "breeding") 
has become. Unfortunately it is only the 
club that has spoken out about this 
publicly and the message is unpopular, 
unlike "Save the rhino", with which we all 
identify (there are probably fewer 
registered Bouviers in SA than rhino and 
only a fraction of those are potential 
breeding stock). 
Speaking out is damaging to the Club as it

means we alienate those with whom we 
need to be engaging and, as a result, we 
have stopped interacting in defence of 
sound breeding practices on any local 
non-club Facebook forum as it simply 
causes a disproportionate adverse 
reaction to put forward anything other than 
a populist view. Unfortunately this seems 
to be a trend with many other aspects of 
daily life too!
Moving away from the depressing outlook 
for our breed, many of you will remember 
the furore caused by inaccurate Facebook 
posts in April making inflammatory 
statements about the late Debbie 
Snashall, her family, the Club itself and a 
couple of its officials. We reiterate that the 
Facebook pages responsible are not 
associated with and are not administered 
by this Club or any of its members. A 
separate article is included in this 
magazine about what actually happened 
to Debbie's dogs, Tanzo and Misty, and it is 
a pleasure to be able to conclude by telling 
your there is good news to be read about 
these two.
The Committee

LETTER FROM THEDITOR

As I sit here writing this I can hear the 
crackers being fired off for Divali. 
Unconsciously I look at the door, waiting 
for Tristan to make his appearance, 
seeking comfort. Crackers and thunder 
have always been a source of fear to him. 
But it is not to be. You see, my very special 
boy passed away last Wednesday. He 
was at home and I was holding him as he 
rolled gently onto his side and was gone. 
He had a bad turn about 10 days prior but 
had rallied to the point where he was back 
at school and enjoying his runs in the park 
again. He had eaten his supper the 
previous night and slept well. 

But in the morning he was just “off”. I took 
him to the vet and he seemed a bit brighter 
but in the afternoon he began to 
deteriorate and passed away at about 
nine. I still do not know the cause and did 
not ask for an autopsy as it would not have 
changed the fact that my boy was gone.
Tristan came in to my life as a rescue a 
week after I lost Cody. It was a match 
made in heaven as he fitted right in with 
PiP and me, seamlessly taking his place in 
our home and our hearts. As a rescue we 
had no history and we did not even know 
how old he really was. I had him for what 
would have been 7 wonderful years come
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gentle snoring. I will even miss his 
unrestrained rolling on the grass only to 
come  inside  and  shake  it all  off  in  the 

lounge. But most of all I will miss his quiet 
and serene presence, never intrusive or 
demanding, just “there”.
My special boy, you brought so much joy 
into  our  lives  and for that I will be 
eternally grateful. The sound of thunder 
will  always  remind me of you and I 
believe  it  will  be  your way  of telling me 
“I'm OK, Mom.” 
Thank  you to all the people who have 
been so kind, leaving messages and 
letting me know that mine is a heartache 
that they understand.

“I'm OK, Mom.”
waiting for his food, or waiting to go to the 
park. I will  miss  his joy at  doing the agility 
course at school where every piece of 
equipment was preceded by a pass 
through a tunnel,  sometimes multiple 
times, whether it was called for or not. I will 
miss seeing his reflection in my rearview 
mirror as we travelled in the car. I will miss 
his booming bark as he kept our home 
safe from the passing parade. I will miss 
his goofiness and his unending desire to 
please. I will miss his sleeping every night 
in his bed at the foot of my bed and his  

December 19th and his passing has left a 
huge hole. I will miss his spinning in circles 
when  he  was  excited,  whether  it  was  

Ruby’s Gift
A CHRISTMAS STORY

by Carrie Anne Noble
Some people called Ruby a bad dog, and 
it was kind of true.The summer I turned 
eleven, my brothers, sister,  and  I  found  
Ruby  on  our  porch. She  was  sitting  
there  like  a  fluffy,  tail-wagging  package  
left  by  the  UPS  man.  A  really  smelly  
package.  On  the spot,  five-year-old  
Janie  named  the dog Rubella  Polio  
(words  she'd  learned from pamphlets
in  the  pediatrician's  waiting  room,
being  too  advanced  a  reader 
for Highlights  magazine).  When
I  suggested  we  call  the  dog 
Ruby  for  short,  the  big fur ball
jumped And gave me a slobbery
kiss.

I said, wiping the doggy drool off my cheek 
with the hem of my t-shirt.
Ben and Doug, my three-year-old twin 
brothers, let the dog into the house before 
Mama could object. Not that Mama would 
have. Mama didn't do much objecting 
back then. 

She didn't do much other than
stare silently at the kitchen wall. If

Daddy had come back from the 
Afghanistan war instead of going to

heaven, things would have been
different. Before, Mama laughed

and sang half the day away.
Before, Mama spent hours

“You're welcome,”

6



c o o k i n g  e x o t i c  d i n n e r s  w i t h 
unpronounceable names. With Daddy 
gone, it seemed to take all her strength to 
boil potatoes. So, the boys and I gave 
Ruby a good scrubbing in the downstairs 
shower.  Afterwards, she smelled like 
coconuts and wet dog, and she was ours.
The next day, Ruby started bringing stuff 
home. Not stuff you might expect a dog to 
drag home, like cheeseburger wrappers, 
dirty diapers, or other dogs' chew toys. No, 
Ruby brought home gifts. The first thing 
Ruby brought was a bag of barbecue 
potato chips. (We hadn't told Ruby they 
were Mama's favourite, or that it was 
Mama's birthday.) We tied a bow around 
the chips, sang “Happy Birthday,” and 
made a party out of it. Mama smiled for 
three whole minutes.
Two days later, Ruby brought home a pair 
of Janie-sized, pink, polka dot socks. 
Janie wore them on her first day of 
kindergarten, and swore they were the 
reason she made three new friends before 
lunch. In September, Ruby brought home 
two boxes of my favourite macaroni, 
several damp comic books for Ben and 
Doug, a one-armed doll for Janie to nurse, 
a coupon for free doughnuts, and a yellow 
scarf. Ruby's tail slapped the porch with 
doggy joy whenever she presented us 
with her findings, so we didn't have the 
heart to tell her stealing was a sin. 
When Grandma came to visit in October, 
she called Ruby “a giant, germy, mongrel 
pest,” and said she'd take her to the SPCA 
first thing Monday morning. But Ruby ran 
off and didn't come back until Tuesday--
after Grandma's Cadillac left the driveway. 
Sometimes that fall, I'd catch Mama 
petting Ruby's soft head or scratching 
under her chin. I thought it was a sign 
Mama was getting a little better. And even 
a little better was a big deal to me. When 
Thanksgiving rolled around, Ruby brought 
us a voucher for a free turkey from 
George's Market. She also brought home 
the head from the Flynn family's plastic 
pilgrim lawn decoration.  We buried the 
head in the garden while Mama stuffed the 

 turkey. Next, Mama got out her fattest 
cookbook and made sweet potato 
casserole and green beans with fancy 
sauce. After dinner, Mama said she was 
thankful for us kids and Ruby, and she only 
cried a little. In the beginning of December, 
Ruby brought home a snow shovel with a 
bent handle, and three mittens. But then, 
Christmas Eve, Rubella Pol io did 
something very, very bad. That dog 
brought home the baby Jesus statue from 
the Oak Avenue Presbyterian Church's 
front lawn. Ben and Doug loved that baby 
Jesus all morning. They wrapped him in 
towels and sang him “Away in a Manger” 
over and over. They tucked him into their 
old stroller and gave him a wild ride 
through the entire first floor, laughing so 
loudly that they woke up Mama from her 
Saturday morning sleep-in. When Mama 
saw baby Jesus, she knew right away 
where  he'd  come  from.  Her  face  went 
whiter than  milk  and  then  redder  than 
ketchup.  She
scolded  Ruby
and sent her
slinking  out
the door and
onto  the
snow-covered
porch. And  then
Mama  went  and
put  on  the  dress
I'd  ironed  hoping
she  would  take  us
to  the  Christmas
Eve  service.  “Mind
your  brothers  and
sister,”  she  told  me as
she  buttoned  her  green
wool  coat  and  clutched
baby  Jesus  to  her  chest.
When  she  came  back  an
hour  later,  Mama  looked
different  somehow.  That
afternoon,  we strung popcorn
and cranberries,  and Mama
got  the  musty  plastic
Christmas tree  down  from
the attic. 
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The twins sang “Deck the Halls”and 
messed up the words so badly that Mama 
couldn't stop laughing. Tucked in my bed 
that night, I heard Mama open the front 
door, followed by the click of Ruby's 
toenails on the wood floors. Not long after, 
I smelled the heavenly scent of Mama's 
Christmas-only, orange-cinnamon rolls 
baking—the ones she was too sad to bake 
last year.
Christmas morning, bits of wrapping 
paper flew as we tore into our clumsily 
wrapped gifts. We kids had given each 
other things Ruby had “helped” us get, 
things we'd kept hidden until then: a 
rubber ball, a pencil case, an eyeless 
teddy bear,  a  min ia ture  book o f 
Shakespeare's sonnets (slightly warped), 
a satin pouch of Canadian nickels. Mama 
had wrapped special gifts for each of us, 
too--although none of hers came from 
Ruby. She gave Ben and Doug each a tiny 
glass elephant from her collection. Janie 
got one of Mama's flowered teacups, and 
Mama gave me a book of French recipes.
Breakfast came next, with a lively 
discussion on how reindeer flew.  

Hark! the Joyous Doggies Call 

Hark! The joyous doggies call, Mama's returned from the mall 
Let us greet her joyfully, While she tries to gain entry

Let us jump and let us yip, Let us make our mama trip 
Let us bring her our best toys, Ones that make the squeaky noise 

We're so glad to have her home, All doggies hate to be alone 
Hark! The joyous doggies call, Mama has returned from the mall

We were licking the orange icing from our 
fingers when we heard Ruby barking on 
the porch.
I opened the door. Holding a red leather 
leash with Ruby attached was Reverend 
Craig from Oak Avenue Presbyterian. He 
was smiling like he'd won a million bucks.
“Merry Christmas,” the pastor said. “I think 
I found your dog.” He wasn't looking at me 
when he spoke. He was looking at Mama. 
I 'd  never not iced how handsome 
Reverend Craig was before, or that he 
looked about the same age as Mama.
Mama smiled and blushed. “Would you 
care for a cinnamon roll?” she asked.
Reverend Craig stayed all Christmas day. 
He came back three times that week, and 
four times the next.
Like Ruby, he usually brought gifts: a box 
of candy, a board game, a DVD for us to 
watch huddled together on our long sofa, a 
bucket of fried chicken.
The funny thing was Ruby never brought 
anything else home once Reverend Craig 
took over. Maybe she knew we finally had 
everything we needed.
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SO WHA REALLY HAPPENED

TO MISTY AND TANZO?

Six months on it is satisfying to be able to 
relay good news about two Bouviers who 
were on various Facebook pages for 
questionable reasons following the death 
of club member Debbie Snashall.
Her latest wishes were for her dogs to be 
euthanised when she died which 
presented a difficult situation for her family 
who cared about the dogs themselves but 
knew that having four dogs of their own, 
keeping Debbie's dogs with them was not 
an option. It also represented a change in 
her thinking from a few months preceding 
her death when she had agreed that I 
would take the dogs and find them good 
homes, failing which they would stay with 
me and, if they could not be integrated into 
my pack, would only then be euthanised. 
To this end she had actually signed over 
registered ownership of the dogs in 2018, 
though the dogs stayed with Debbie until 
the end and remained at the premises for a 
period thereafter until the lady who had 
been taking good care of them made 
arrangements to leave. 

Many people who had never even met her 
pronounced on Debbie's motives and 
posted inaccurate and hurtful comments 
about her wishes. I can state with certainty  

By Liz Hodgson with kind permission of those mentioned by name.

that she had carefully thought out what 
she felt was best and anyone who knew 
the breed and her particular dogs would 
be aware that re-homing them into an 
existing Bouvier pack could be difficult and 
that, in this case, the medical costs 
associated with a diabetic dog would be 
high. I respect her reasons and also 
acknowledge the fact that she was 
considering me and my own dogs in the 
process, as well as the safety of Misty and 
Tanzo.

Misty

Tanzo
Respecting her wishes above other issues 
of conscience was a dilemma for anyone 
who had known and loved Debbie but in 
the end the family concluded that Misty 
and Tanzo should have the opportunity of 
being re-homed and the fact that their 
ownership had been transferred to me 
some time ago facilitated this. I emphasise 
that this outcome was categorically not 
brought about by the Facebook vilification 
and had always been the position of the 
family and club members who were aware 
of the situation - the Facebook debacle 
could easily have brought about the 
opposite outcome. In fact the individuals 
and this club who were slandered on 
Facebook had no right of reply on those 
sites and, frankly, at that time, had higher 
priorities (family support and the dogs' 
themselves) than interacting with the self-
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aggrandising individuals involved in 
posting the original "breaking (fake) 
news", apparently calculated to generate 
emotion without regard to inconvenient 
facts - such a damper on crowd funding. 
Ta n z o  j o i n e d  L i n d a  a n d  J a m e s 
McDermott's household In June in 
Wellington and Misty went to Liz and 
Gavin Chamberlain, near her old home - 
this latter was intended to be a temporary 
arrangement as I had a litter at the time so 
could not introduce a new dog at home. 
However, Misty has settled so well with Liz 
and Gavin that in conjunction with the 
Snashalls, we have agreed to leave her 
there. I have seen both dogs since June 
and can confirm they are happy, healthy 
and settled. It has been gratifying to hear 
updates from their new families and to be 
told how much pleasure they have brought 
into those households. I hope Debbie will 
forgive those of us who went against her 
wishes and would be able to share the joy 
Tanzo and Misty bring to their new 
families.
I am fond of both Misty and Tanzo, having 
shown each of them in their show dog 
careers and having shared Debbie's home 

n
OUR DOGS

PONDERING O
WHY WE TRAI

by Liz Chamberlain

I've always advocated doing 'stuff' with 
your dogs. I've spent many enjoyable 
hours teaching all my dogs to do 
potentially useless things. I've loved the 
journey and the bond that results from 
spending so much t ime together. 
Sometimes it drives me insane that I can't 
move around the house without having a 
carpet of dogs bouncing around going 
'Now? Are we working now?' but I wouldn't 
have it any other way.

with them for a few months, so would like 
to say a heartfelt 'Thank you' to Liz and 
Gavin and to James and Linda who 
opened their hearts and homes to these 
two. I also appreciate all of you who kept 
out of the negative social media situation 
and the quiet support of Clare Burnett, the 
dogs' breeder in Ireland who used her 
influence via her UK contacts to call off the 
rescue hounds and relieve pressure on 
the family - this should never have been 
necessary.  I  am a lso gratefu l  to 
KatinkaSnashall whose patience and 
kindness was key in helping negotiate this 
o u t c o m e  d u r i n g  d i f fi c u l t  f a m i l y 
circumstances. I hope the above clarifies 
why we remained silent at the time and 
that we can now enjoy seeing some 
photos of Misty and Tanzo with their new 
families in future issues of the magazine.
PS For completeness, the 'third Bouvier' 
mentioned on Facebook was in fact a 
Bearded Collie who was 15 years old, had 
cancer, was going blind and deaf and 
struggling to move around even in her 
familiar surroundings. She was humanely 
euthanised as was entirely appropriate for 
her circumstances. 

So when Misty came to live with us in June 
it was a bit of a shock. She arrived as a 
very well trained and well behaved show 
dog (apart from an annoying habit of 
chewing wooden furniture and skirting 
boards). And that was it. No recall, no sit or 
down, no pushy in-your-face engage with 
m e  b e h a v i o u r  a n d  a b s o l u t e l y 
proprioception. I have never lived with 
such a clumsy dog. 
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She couldn't do any of the things that we 
just automatically teach our puppies. She 
was unsettled because her life had 
changed dramatically, but she was at 
heart a very content dog. Content to lie 
and sleep all day, content to just 
occasionally follow the crowd around the 
garden. We initially thought it was because 
she's diabetic, and was vastly overweight. 

The only human she was interested in was 
my husband - I could have been a piece of 
furniture for all she cared. For weeks I had 
to put her on a lead to get her into the 
garden. She decided Eleanor the dachsie 
was rather cool, though and soon started 
following her into the garden. t's been an 
interesting few months. Misty has learnt 
that there is another way to be a dog - the 
first time she saw Tendai clear the couch in 
one jump she was completely baffled. 
What kind of ill-mannered hooligan is this?

She still doesn't understand where dogs 
go to when they go into an agility tunnel, or 
how they  then magica l ly  appear 
somewhere else. She's learnt to sit and 
wait a couple of seconds for her meals. 
She's  trying  to learn how to swim (but still  

It's a humbling moment when you realise that
your pet has successfully trained you

to do something

needs to wear a life jacket and pool noodle 
collar).  The underwater treadmill is much 
more her thing - clear, simple criteria with 
staff on hand to help. She's lost a lot of 
weight. She runs at the dog park. Her 
mischievous side has emerged. She's 
hilarious. She now spends more of the day 
with all of us instead of sleeping alone in 
the bedroom. She pushes through the 
crowd to  p lay  when we ' re  do ing 
impromptu training sessions.
All  this  got me  thinking - who exactly do 
we do all this training for? It is one thing 
giving your Bouvier boundaries for 
comfortable co-habitation, but i t 's 
something  else  entirely to train just for 
the sake of it. If I'm honest, one of the 
reasons I have dogs is because I enjoy 
training  behaviours  (or messing with 
their heads). For me, the fact that Misty 
now  enjoys  my  company  and  wants  to 
be  with  and  do  things  with  me  makes  
me happy. The happier I am with her, the 
more  she  participates  in  whatever  is 
going  on.  Was  she  an  unhappy  dog 
before?  No.  Is  she  a  happier  dog  
now?  Maybe.  One  thing  for  sure  is  
that she's  living a very different life than 
she  did  for  her  first  eight  years.
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IRELATIONSH P-BASED
NINGTRA

Best Friends training

What exactly do we mean by “relationship-
based training”? It is a method of training 
that uses the cooperative relationship 
between the trainer and the animal to 
achieve mutually beneficial results, while 
at  the same t ime enhancing and 
strengthen-ing their relationship. Here are 
some of the basic principles:

Put the animal's immediate needs first. Is 
your pet injured, ill, fearful, frustrated, 
hungry, thirsty, needing to eliminate? Put 
off training until the animal's immediate 
needs have been met and he or she can 
concentrate on the training exercise.

Learn to accurately interpret body 
language. There are a lot of common 
misconceptions about animal body 
language due to the prevailing myth of 
dominance-based social structures. 
These misconceptions frequently lead to 
human misinterpretation of the animal's 
emotional state and intentions. For this 
reason, it is important to get sound, 
science-based information about the body 
language of dogs. All species exhibit 
telltale signs that let you know how the 
animal is feeling, whether it's joy, anger, 
fear, frustration or some other emotion. 
Understanding body language improves 
communication between people and 
animals, and helps keep all involved safe.

Find out what motivates the animal (eg 
treats, affection, verbal praise, toys) and 
use it to your advantage. It's also 
important to first make sure the animal is 
motivated to work with you. We tend to 
assume that pets should automatically  

adore us, but that isn't always the case. So 
the first step is to build a relationship with 
the animal by spending time with him and 
creating an association between your 
presence and things he really likes.

Use positive reinforcement to encourage 
behaviour you want. You can elicit and 
reinforce desired behaviour through the 
techniques of capturing, luring, shaping or 
cueing.

Avoid aversive methods. Aversive 
methods such as force, threats, fear, pain, 
intimidation and dominance are not 
necessary for eliminating undesirable 
behaviours. In fact, aversive methods 
often have many damaging side effects. 
Instead, ignore the unwanted behaviour 
and/or teach incompatible behaviours. 
For example, you can teach a dog to sit 
and stay for a greeting rather than jumping 
up; it's impossible for him to do both 

Émilie (Betsy Jane Scott)
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her. For example, if a dog gets upset when 
strangers walk by her gate, we can 
change the way she feels about strangers 
by having them toss treats over her gate 
every time they pass by.

We have chosen not to use aversive 
training methods, especially after seeing 
their detrimental effects on animals. 
These methods can cause confusion in 
the animal, lack of trust, breakdown of the 
relationship, physical injury, fear and so-
cal led “unpredictable”  behaviour. 
Examples of aversive training methods 
include:

Dominance and physical force: pushing a 
dog into a sit or down position, alpha rolls, 
physical punishment (hitting, kicking, 
slapping, hanging, finger jabs)

Leash corrections

Harsh tones, verbal reprimands, the 
“alpha” voice

Methods that rely on inflicting pain, such 
as pinch or prong collars, choke chains 
and shock collars

Interrupters such as shaking a can, 
throwing objects at animals, or otherwise 
using sudden and/or loud stimuli to scare 
them

Besides the potentially damaging effect on 
the animals, and the fact that these 
techniques don't work over the long term, 
aversive methods can result in injury to 
people and death to animals. How? 
People who use these techniques can be 
injured when the animals fight back by 
biting, scratching or otherwise inflicting 
injury. Those animals are then sometimes 
killed after their people decide they can no 
longer trust them.

simultaneously. To reinforce the desired 
behaviour, reward the dog with whatever 
motivates him, whether it 's treats, 
affection, verbal praise, toys or something 
else. In contrast to aversive-based 
training, this approach supports the 
trusting and cooperative relationship 
between you and the animal.

Prevent the animal's ability to continue 
practicing unwanted behaviours by 
con t ro l l i ng  the  env i ronment  and 
controlling the animal's exposure. For 
example, distract a reactive dog or limit 
access to a window, door or fence line if 
the inappropr iate behaviours are 
happening there.

Supervise the animal carefully to set him 
or her up for success. You can avoid or 
prevent unwanted behaviours by simply 
being aware of what your pet is doing. For 
example, if a new dog or puppy is not 
house-trained, don't allow her the full run 
of the house until she is. Giving an animal 
too much freedom before she has the 
necessary life skills to navigate that much 
space can set her up for failure.

When an animal's behaviour is rooted in a 
strong emotional state (fear, anger, 
frustration or even excitement), change 
the behaviour by changing the underlying 
emotional state. You can do that by pairing 
the stressful situation with something the 
animal really loves until she feels calm and 
happy around whatever previously upset 

Amor (Liz Hodgson)(left)
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DO

GENERALISE BEHAVIOUR

S DON'T

By Emily Larlham

Generalising simply means teaching your 
dog that when you ask him to perform a 
behaviour, it means the same thing 
regardless of the scenario or environment 
you are in.
 Dogs do not generalise as well as we 
humans do, so it can make it very difficult 
for us to understand what they are going 
through when we ask them to perform a 
behaviour they already know in a scenario 
that they are unfamiliar with. Examples of 
how dogs do not generalise well are: 

You may think to yourself, 'my dog knows 
sit'. But if you stand with your head buried 
in the corner of the room and ask your dog 
to sit, he most likely won't. 

- Also, if your dog only fetches a ball and 
you throw your car keys for your dog and 
say 'Fetch', most likely your dog will look 
confused and not pick them up.
 
- Sometimes simply taking two steps to the 
right in the training session when your dog 
is learning something new, will throw your 
dog off and make it seem like he has no 
clue as to what you were asking for.

To not get stuck on the same level of 
behaviour and to make sure that your dog 
can generalise well, you need to be 
increasing criteria constantly and begin 
generalising a behaviour to other 
scenarios as soon as you can.  

Once you have gotten a behaviour on cue, 
it's time to move on to having your dog 
perform the behaviour on different 
surfaces, in different locations, with 
different distractions, and in different 
positions in relation to yourself.
Increase criteria slowly - it's easy for us 
humans to not realise that we're asking the 
dog for something completely different (to 
them) just by moving from the living room 
to the kitchen, much less the yard. 
Remember the 3 D's - distance, duration, 
and distraction (which includes location). 
Focus on one variable at a time, and once 
you shift to another, reset all the others 
back to 0. Set you and your dog up for 
success!

George (David Marks)
with Fiona
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DWHEN I'M OL
 AN GREY

My step might be slower.
I may not hear as well.
I may not see as well.

BUT
My love will be the same.

My devotion will be the same.
My appreciation will be the same.

My heart and soul are grateful for all that you have done and do...
When I am old and grey

TCAN DOGS FORGE HE PEOPLE

HEY LOVE?
by Adriana Sandoval

When you have to leave home and your 
dog, or if your dog is lost for an extended 
period of time, you may be worried that he 
isn't going to remember you when you're 
together again. After missing your dog like 
crazy and counting the days until you can 
see him, it'd be a huge downer if he didn't 
even recognise you.
Gizmodo recently asked several experts 
in animal behaviour and cognition: Do 
Dogs Forget Their People? Each expert 
took different factors into account to 
answer the question, but they all seem to 
agree that while a dog can remember 
people from their past, they can forget 
them as well.  
The canine mind is still something of a 
mystery, but so far, research seems to 
suggest that it's not too different from the 
minds of humans. Dogs can create and 
retain   memories,  but  just  like  humans,

they're able to forget them, too. Dogs can 
also develop cognitive diseases, like 
Canine Alzheimer's that can cause them 
to forget. But cognitive disease aside – will 
they forget us after too much time has 
passed?
The best evidence we may have that dogs 
have long-lasting memories of their 
favourite people may be anecdotal 
evidence.
We love a good, heartfelt reunion video. 
When a long-lost dog is finally found, or a 
veteran comes home after years to his 
best friend, there's no mistaking the love 
and emotion that pours out of both human 
and dog – that's what makes those stories 
so remarkable! It isn't your standard 
happy-dog-greeting, it's the passage of 
time and the happy memories made with 
this person that makes seeing them again 
something worth wagging a tail about!
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associating beards with positive feelings. 
Dogs  make pos i t i ve  o r  negat ive 
associations he will carry with him every 
day.
Some experts argue that we can't be 
certain that our dogs will remember us 
because we can't prove that they have the 
ability to make episodic memories like we 
do. They're even less certain that our dogs 
will remember us any better than “I've 
seen this face before.” or “I know that 
smell from somewhere.”
Ruth Colhill, professor at Brown University 
specialising in animal learning and 
behaviour, says that dogs' strong sense of 
smell likely aids in their memory retrieval. 
If you have ever been sent back in time by 
the smell of a particular shampoo or 
fragrance someone you loved used, you 
might agree:
“But might a dog forget her absentee pack 
member after a longer separation? It 
seems unlikely for a number of reasons. 
Odour memories appear to be extremely 
robust and long-lasting. The French writer 
Marcel Proust famously describes the 
evocative power of the scent of a 
Madeleine biscuit soaked in tea to 
transport him back in time to his aunt's 
kitchen. With a nose and brain built to 
process olfactory stimuli, a dog is not likely 
to forget what scents mean, especially 
when they belong to members of their 
family and have strong emotional 
connections. Additionally, contextual cues 
are known to aid memory retrieval, which 
would facilitate the dog's ability to 
recognize the odour walking through the 
front door. “
In short: your dog may not recognize you 
at first glance, but those scent-memories 
are strong.
So the answer to the question, “Do dogs 
forget the people they love?” Undecided 
among experts. But when you see and 
hear stories or when you come home from 
time away and your pup goes nuts trying to 
get into your arms – who needs scientific 
evidence?

Nicholas Dodman, founder of the Animal 
Behavior Clinic, tells Gizmodo:
“But you look at all the videos on YouTube 
of soldiers who've been away in various 
theatres of war for long periods of 
time—they return and the pet goes 
absolutely ballistic. Or think of the famous 
story of Greyfriars Bobby in Edinburgh, 
Scotland—this was a dog whose owner 
died and was interred in a church 
graveyard, and apparently the dog spent 
the next nine or ten years just sitting on the 
grave, waiting for his master to come 
back. And there was a Japanese dog who 
always met his owner off the train at a 
certain time, and who still went down to 
meet the train for years after the owner 
died of a heart attack, hoping he would get 
off.
These stories sort of confirm that dogs 
have incredibly long memories for people 
they're fond of. And with people they're 
fond of, they remember everything about 
them—every nuance, from appearance to 
smell. All their senses are acutely tuned to 
that person.”
So far as scientific evidence goes, 
iHeartDogs has discussed the probability 
of dogs having the same memories we do 
– semantic, episodic, and associative 
memory. A simplified explanation:
Semantic Memory – the kind of memory 
that you use when you remember the 
Pythagorean Theorem even if you haven't 
used it once since the ninth grade. Your 
dog has it too – it's how he remembers his 
cues for “sit” and “roll over”.
Episodic Memory – this is how we 
remember past events, like the day you 
first brought your dog home. There's no 
hard evidence that your dog has this kind 
of memory, but a recent study showed that 
dogs do have the ability to retain complex 
memories, though, perhaps not episodic. 
(This is the kind they would need to 
remember us.)
Associative Memory – this is the kind of 
memory we rely on to socialise our dogs. A 
few positive experiences with say, 
someone with a beard, will keep your dog  
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IA  FEW TH

TH

NGS TO

NK ABOUT
from Lewis Nicholls Dog Training

Socialisation doesn't mean getting dogs to meet each other

Positive reinforcement doesn't mean you need to use treats.

Punishment doesn't mean you have to tell them off.

They are always learning and forming associations and
therefore, are always being trained.

Constant stress will inhibit their ability to learn.

They won't simply calm down because you tell them to or due to a 
leash pop, a hard stare or any other aversive. They might just stop practising that

particular behaviour when you are there.

Aggression is a normal dog behaviour (it's normal for us too).

They aren't doing things to please you. They are doing things to please themselves.

Genetics matter.

They have psychological, social and physical needs just like we do. If they are
not met, it will impact their behaviour. And not for the good.

Mental exercise is just as important as physical exercise.

Only trust a dog to be a dog. 

Dogs bite.

They don't live very long. Make the most of them.
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TRISan’s

T(LASt)

AIL

This will be my last Tristan's Tail. You see, I 
am at Rainbow Bridge and we get the 
chance to write one last letter to be able to 
say good-bye.

I have had a really good life. I was in a 
home where I know I was loved. They 
showed me every day and for that I will 
always be grateful. Even at the end, 
although I knew Denise's heart was 
breaking, she stayed with me until I saw 
Jesus holding out his hand and welcoming 
me to my next home. She always used to 
say when she left us, “Jesus will watch 
over you.”

The first one I saw waiting for me was PiP. 
Because everyone is perfect here, she 
has got her leg back, all fixed by the 
angels. My coat is thick and shiny, my 
undercoat that went AWOL on earth is 
back because the problem I had has gone. 
My eyes are bright and don't leak any 
more. My arthur-itis is all better and I can 
run  and  jump  without  limping.  There 
are so many Bouviers here. I have met 
Cody  who  gave  up  his  place  on  earth 
so  that  I  could  find  the  perfect  home. 
Angel  Bo  is  still  the  head  Angel  and 
friend  to  everyone  and  Astrix  helps  
him  to  look  afer  all  the  new  arrivals. 
Bob watches  over  the  cats.  I  met Miya's  

dad, Poilu and lots of others. When I got 
here Ruff, Bo, Cody, PiP and I all got 
together because although they keep an 
eye on things on earth, they wanted to 
know first  hand  what  Miya  was  like  and 
how “Mom” was doing. Because smell is 
very important to dogs, they wanted to 
smell her on me one last time before it 
faded.

I have also seen a lot of Auntie Jo's 
Springers here. They are doing fine, too. 
All the old ones are young and Ben can 
see again.

Everything here is really good except that 
we do miss our people and so we will 
continue to let them know that we are 
always watching over them. We send 
perfect feathers for them to find; leave 
small coins in unexpected places (so if you 
see them, pick them up, they're from us); 
make wind chimes ring when there is no 
wind and let them feel us near them. Even 
though when they turn around and it 
seems there is no-one there, please know 
that it is us.

And  now, for the  last  time  I will say 
good-bye  and  thanks,  Mom, for  sending 
my blue duck with me. It's  squeaking 
great  again
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Iya’smessage

Today we took Tristan for his last walk at 
the park. We parked in the shade and 
Denise picked up the box where his ashes 
had been put.
Then we walked along the route which 
was his favourite, where he had had fun 
chasing the feral pigs that used to come 
there. We stopped at the fallen down tree 
which he used to jump onto and on which 
he had his photo taken. We walked across 
the field where he used to sniff at every 
pole, reading the day's news. We went to 
the place where there are always lots of 
smells and messages because it is where 
the people who come and practise 
tracking always park. At one of the braai 
areas we sat on the edge of one of the fire 
places and thought about all the times he 
and I had scouted around for bones which 
people would leave for us.
In a tree above us a Honeyguide bird was 
calling. We hear it almost every day as it 
calls, “Victor! Victor!” but today it seemed 
to be saying “Tristan! Tristan!' in a 
goodbye call. The kiewetjies seemed 
quieter than usual, not trying to keep us 
from their nests. And we didn't see any 
guinea fowl which were always his 
favourite to chase.
We  walked  along  the  banks of  the 
stream where he and I caught a hare 
which we  took  home  for  Fina  and  saw  
the  log  where  a  hare  which  he  had 
chased,  doubled  back  and  hid,  fooling 
him  completely.

We  walked  back  slowly,  thinking  about 
all  the  times  we  had  walked  here.  At 
first  there  were  four  of  us,  Denise,  PiP, 
Tristan  and  me.  Then  three  after  PiP 
died.  Now  two.  And  we  were  sad  and 
Denise cried.
We  are  so  glad  that  we  had  Tristan  in 
our  lives.  He  was  my  big  brother, 
leading  the  charge  when  there  was  
something  that  needed  chasing  
outside. I always felt safe  with  him  
around  as  we  ran  in  the park,  or  
travelled  in  the  car.
I  know  he's  still  around,  but  I  really 
miss  being  able  to  see  him.
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CURVING

By Martha Knowles

The deliberate dog body language of 
curving is used in polite greetings, 
negotiation, or as a calming signal. A 
head-on, frontal approach can be seen as 
confrontational. The curving could be the 
curving of the dog's body (which makes a 
slight c-shape), or a directional curve in 
the path the dog walks on approach. 
Some have described it as a 'banana 
walk', an easy descriptive way to imagine 
the direction of walk, due to the shape of 
the path taken by the dog.
Curving of the body, however slight, 
results in the dog's shoulders turning away 
from the other party in greeting. Keeping 
the shoulders square and front on could 
signify a bit of tension and may come 
across as confrontational or too direct. 
Turning the shoulder ever so slightly is 
polite. The curve, whether a curve in path 
or body, can be subtle and slight; on other 
occasions it can be exaggerated and there 
can also be a combination of curving of 
body and path.
When two dogs get close enough to greet 
and  sniff  each  other's  rears,  they  will 
do  so  by curving their bodies and walking

around each other in a curve. Normally 
they will take a quick sniff of each other's 
rear ends and move on afterwards. Some 
dogs choose not to approach each other 
at all, but they will walk in a curve past 
each other as a negotiation signal, giving 
each other space and passing one 
another politely. If  a dog has a loose 
leash, enough leash to make choices, and 
the social skills, there are times when he 
may actually choose to curve when 
passing another party. It is worth bearing 
in mind how some equipment can interfere 
with the dog's communication.  There are 
times when we, as humans, do not realize 
the importance  of curving in  polite dog 
greetings and will walk directly with our 
dogs on a short leash towards another 
party. Unfortunately, the choice of curving 
may also not be considered when walking 
on a pavement where space is limited 
when approaching another party.
Humans can utilize acts of curving with 
dog interactions. To approach a dog 
politely, instead of walking straight 
towards the dog in our very human direct 
way, you could walk in a slight curve. On 
approach, turning your shoulder away 
ever so slightly can put a dog at ease and 
is polite.

Buddi and friends(Rene de Jong)
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ETH
PRIVILEG

By Jinnie Strickland

Every time I pick up the lead it is my Privilege. It is my Privilege that this wonderful 
creature has agreed to become my partner!

Regardless of the outcome of the interaction, my dog tries hard to understand a 
sometimes complex, confusing and sometime unnatural set of instructions. It is my 

privilege that my dog is willing to try.

Regardless of the outcome, any errors rest on my shoulders. I wasn't able to make my 
request clear for my partner. It is my Privilege that my partner is willing to forgive.

Regardless of the outcome of subjective judging, the dog I took into the ring is the 
same dog I have the Privilege of taking home.

It is my Privilege from the beginning to the end. Always!

DEW(CLAWS)?
O THE 

M. Christine Zink DVM, PhD, DACVSMR

I am a vet that works exclusively with 
p e r f o r m a n c e  d o g s ,  d e v e l o p i n g 
rehabilitation programs for injured dogs or 
dogs that have had surgery as a result of 
performance-related injuries. I have seen 
many dogs now, especially field trial/hunt 
test and agility dogs, that have had chronic 
carpal arthritis, frequently so severe that 
they have to be retired or at least carefully 
managed for the rest of their careers. Of 
the over 30 dogs I have seen with carpal 
arthritis, only one has had dewclaws. The 
others have all had them removed.
If you look at an anatomy book you will see 
that there are  5  tendons  attached  to  the

dewclaw. Of course, at the other end of a 
tendon is a muscle, and that means that if 
you cut off the dew claws, there are 5 
muscle bundles that wi l l  become 
atrophied from disuse.
Those  muscles  indicate  that  the 
dewclaws  have  a  function.  That 
function is to prevent torque on the leg. 
Each time the foot lands on the ground, 
particularly when the dog is cantering or 
galloping, the dewclaw is in touch with the 
ground. If the dog then needs to turn, the 
dewclaw digs into the ground to support 
the lower leg and prevent torque. If the dog 
doesn't  have a  dewclaw,  the  leg  twists.
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A lifetime of that and the result can be 
carpal arthritis. Remember: the dog is 
doing the activity regardless, and the 
pressures on the leg have to go 
somewhere.
They can be absorbed by the dewclaw, or 
they will move up and down the leg to the 
toes, carpus, elbow, and shoulders.
Perhaps you are thinking, "I never have 
had one of my dogs have carpal pain or 
arthritis." Well, we need to remember that 
dogs, by their very nature, do not tell us 
about mild to moderate pain. If a dog was 
to be asked by an emergency room nurse 
to give the level of his pain on a scale from 
0 to 10, with 10 being the worst, their scale 
would be 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Most of 
our dogs, especially if they deal with pain 
that is of gradual onset, just deal with it and 
don't complain unless it is excruciating. 
But when I palpate the carpal joints of 
older dogs without dewclaws, I almost 
always elicit pain with relatively minimal 
manipulation.
As to the possibility of injuries to dew 
claws. Most veterinarians will say that 
such injuries actually are not very 
common at all.

 And if they do occur, then they are dealt 
with like any other injury. In my opinion, it is 
far better to deal with an injury than to cut 
the dew claws off of all dogs "just in case."

Anatomical diagram viewing the 
medial side of a dog's left front leg 
demonstrating the five tendons that 

attach to the dewclaw

OP 10 &
WHAT TO DO
ABOUT THEM

   HINGS DOGS 
ACCIDENTALLY 

EAT by Katie Finlay

T
Dogs are mischievous little devils that get 
into all sorts of trouble. Heavy chewers 
and dogs with big appetites eat things that 
can be toxic to them, whether it's food or 
not. Other, non-toxic items won't pass 
easily and may require surgery to remove. 
These are some of the most common 
harmful items dogs consume, and what to 
do when it happens.

#1 – Bones

Cooked bones can break down into sharp 
shards that can cut and damage the 
gastrointestinal tract. When swallowed 
whole they can become a choking hazard. 
Some dogs can even swallow raw marrow 
bones whole. Large bones pose the threat 



of obstruction.  If you  think  your  dog  has 
swallowed a large bone that won't pass, 
make an appointment to see your 
veterinarian. Vomiting, diarrhea or gas 
and discomfort, are signs that something 
is stuck inside that needs to be surgically 
removed.

#2 – Socks

Dogs love stinky socks and eating them 
can certainly be a great way to cause an 
obstruction. Keeping socks away from 
dogs and puppies is the best way to 
prevent ingestion. If you do think your dog 
has eaten a sock it's probably best to 
make  an  appo in tmen t  w i th  you r 
veterinarian. The longer an object stays in 
the s tomach or  in tes t ines as an 
obstruction, the more damaging and 
deadly it is.

#3 – Balls

It's important that the ball you choose for 
your dog is large enough that he can't 
swallow it whole. It's best to make sure it 
can't get past his back molars, which can 
also pose a choking hazard. But if your 
dog has swallowed an entire ball, it's best 
to take them to the veterinarian right away. 
It's nearly impossible for a ball to pass 
through the digestive tract on it's own. 
Obstructions can be very deadly.

#4 – Rocks

Some dogs like to eat rocks and they, too, 
can lead to gastrointestinal obstructions. 
Whether your dog eats one large rock or a 
handful of small ones, be sure to contact 
your veterinarian to have an abdominal X-
ray done. From the radiograph, your 
veterinarian will likely to be able to 
determine if they need to surgically 
remove the rocks or if they'll pass on their 
own

#5 – Toys

Choosing the right toys for your dog is very 
important, especially for heavy chewers. 
Any kind of toy can be broken down into 
pieces your dog is able to swallow and not   
only can your dog choke on these pieces, 
they can also cause a gastrointestinal 
obstruction. If you think your dog has 
swallowed a piece of toy, or especially a 
whole toy, be sure to check with your 
veterinarian to make sure it doesn't need 
to be surgically removed.

#6 – Pantyhose

Pantyhose is something dogs and 
puppies love to chew on, although we'll 
n e v e r  q u i t e  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y . 
Unfortunately, pantyhose can be difficult 
to swallow and rolls up into large balls that 
can cause obstruction. Same as with 
every other object, check with your 
veterinarian i f  your dog swallows 
pantyhose.

#7 – Underwear

While we don't like to admit it, most dog 
owners are aware that dogs and puppies 
love to chew on our underwear. Not only is 
this particularly gross, it's dangerous as it 
can cause obstructions that need to be 
s u r g i c a l l y  r e m o v e d .  H o w e v e r 
embarrassing, if your dog has eaten 
underwear it's important to check with 
your veterinarian – and be honest about 
what your dog ate!

#8 – Corn Cobs

Dogs are food lovers and have a sneaky 
way of getting into our leftovers. One of the 
worst things a dog can pull out of the trash 
or off your plate when you aren't looking is 
a corn cob. Corn cobs easily become an 

23



24

obstruction and need to be surgically 
removed, so if you think your dog may 
have gotten a hold of any, be sure to 
contact your veterinarian.

#9 – Hair Ties

Hair ties are a dangerous item to leave 
around dogs, because they can easily 
damage the digestive tract or even choke 
your pup. While one hair tie might not be 
the end of the world, some dogs will eat 
any amount they can find. This can 
develop an immediate obstruction or even 
turn  into  one  over  time  if  your  dog  has 

unlimited access. Be sure to check with 
your veterinarian if you notice your dog 
eats even one hair tie, because chances 
are they may have more stuck inside 
them.

#10 – Sticks

Sticks are a very old-fashioned dog toy 
and it's probably because they're a little bit 
dangerous. Sticks can break apart into 
sharp pieces that can stab and cut your 
dog's mouth and digestive tract, but large 
pieces can cause obstruction, needing to 
be surgically removed.

Christmas is for humans, and I will not ruin the surprises by opening all their presents.
 

Christmas light bulbs, Christmas ornaments, Christmas stockings, and tinsel from the Christmas 
tree are not food. 

I am the alpha dog, therefore I do not need to protect my new Christmas rawhide from the omega 
dog by taking it outside to eat when the temperature is 35ºC

I will not demolish the Christmas tree and drag the string of lights out into the backyard through the 
doggy door. 

I will not dive into the Christmas tree to get the candy canes (which I will eat -- paper and all)
. 

I will not eat my Christmas doggie treats until after they're out of the stocking! 

I will not even THINK about going underneath the Christmas tree and piddling on the dining room 
rug. 

I will not get into a fight with the dog next door, making my human have to call the vet's at 
Christmas. 

I will not get tangled up in the Christmas tree lights and pull the tree down while trying to get at a 
cat through the conservatory window. 

I will not pee on Grandma's Christmas presents that are under her tree as soon as we enter her 
house. 

I will not pee on the Christmas tree. 

I will not steal the neighbour's Christmas light bulbs. 

The bowl underneath the Christmas tree is not a dog dish. I will not drink from it. It will make me 
sick.

A DOG’S CHRI

PROMISTMAS

ES

Everyone is taught that angels have wings - the lucky ones of us find that they 
have four paws - Jury Nel
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A SPEC
STANFOR TRIAL POEM

by Denise Scarrott

Bouviers are such special dogs, they creep right in your heart
Their lives are so entwined in ours, it's difcult to part

They wet the oor with soggy beards, carry mud in on their paws
And don't expect them to be still on the 'other side' of doors

You foot will be their favourite seat, your lap where they rest their head
They don't need a second invitation to join you in your bed

Their love they show with their soft brown eyes, they've an endearing stubborn streak
They have size and strength and power, yet can be gentle with the weak

But their lives are short compared to ours we're the ones who're left behind
And when their time is running out all they ask is, “Please be kind”

Don't keep them going for selsh gain because parting hurts too much
Because you'll miss their being there and their gentle muzzle's touch

They have put their trust in you to always do what's best
Though the nal act will surely put that expectation to the test

Just ensure you comfort them. If you're there they'll feel no fear
Your soothing hand and assuring voice are what they need to feel and hear

And you will cry and mourn their loss; it's a natural thing to do
But just be proud that in the end they could rely on you

Every one is special in their own way, no two are quite the same 
And on the wind on quiet nights you'll hear their whispered name

But through our love for all of them a little bit of each survives
'Til we meet again at Rainbow Bridge, we'll commemorate their lives

My special child, Tristan, passed away on the 
23rd October 2019

Always dearly loved and now deeply missed.
Until we meet again at Rainbow Bridge, sweet boy

“It is the most unselfish act in all of life to let go that which we have found beloved “
Kate McGahan
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Lewis Nicholls

MANAGEMENT. Yes, manage them 
more!
Imagine a parent confused about why 
their toddler keeps hurting themselves 
and keeps drawing on the walls and 
messing on the carpet. You wouldn't 
assume the toddler is the issue, you'd 
assume that the issues lie with the 
parents. Imagine then observing what the 
parents were doing, and you see them just 
leaving the toddler to their own devices, 
rarely watching what he was doing and 
sometimes even finding it funny when he 
drew on the walls so let it slip a lot of the 
time.
This is what can happen with puppies 
when we first get them. A lot of people just 
get a puppy and literally just let them do 
whatever they want. A toddler doesn't 
know the walls aren't to be drawn on, just 
like a puppy doesn't know the sofa legs 
aren't to be chewed.
With toddlers, we put them in a high chair 
so they can't wander over and draw on the 
wa l l s .  We  g i ve  t hem some th ing 
appropriate to draw with and on. We're 
managing their environment and helping 
them develop good habits.

Similarly, we need to prevent puppies from 
creating 'bad' habits as well. Let your 
puppy do what they want and they'll chew 

the sofa. Alternatively, you can prevent 
them from doing it in the first place by 
creating an environment where they don't 
have that opportunity. Puppy pens are 
vital. This allows them to be confined in an 
area where they can't make a mistake, just 
like a toddler in a high chair. Give them 
then appropriate things to chew on and 
you're creating good habits from the get-
go. If you're one of those complainers that 
are now thinking 'but my dog doesn't chew 
their own toys',make their toys more 
appealing. Soak a cheap piece of rope in 
broth. Tthat will be more appealing than a 
sofa.
There's a show called "Train Your Baby 
Like A Dog" by Jo-Rosie Haffenden. Jo's 
an actual behaviourist and spent years 
studying to become one and for some 
reason, she's getting quite a bit of flak 
about this new venture. Even before 
people have actually watched the show! 
It's very odd. There are a lot of similarities 
between us and dogs, especially in terms 
of cognition. And before you say you 
shouldn't treat humans like animals, 
remember we are animals! We're a big, 
predominantly hairless ape. We are part of 
the mammalian world. (Some interesting 
clips on YouTube - Ed)
SOCIALISATION!
Socialisation is hugely important in raising 
a happy, comfortable and confident puppy. 
But first, we have to understand what it 
actually means.
It doesn't mean taking them to the dog 
park and letting them go crazy and it 
doesn't simply mean meeting other dogs.
Socialisation is a continual process 
whereby dogs learn how to behave in 
different environments, around different 
animals and things. It's much more than 
puppies playing with each other.
We often get it so wrong we end up 

Buddi (Rene de Jong)



27

creating frustrated, reactive adolescent 
dogs. We tend to want our dogs to meet 
every dog they see which in turn creates 
an expectation that they will always get to 
meet a dog whenever they see one. As 
they then get older they began to get 
frustrated if they can't meet them. We then 
will likely see leash reactivity.   
Teaching dogs how to say hello is just as 
important as teaching them how to simply 
ignore dogs as well.
REINFORCEMENT! It's so much more 
than 'throwing treats' at your dog.
One of the main reasons your dog 
behaves the way they do is because their 
behaviour has previously been reinforced. 
Not necessarily by you. It could simply be 

by their environment. A rabbit suddenly 
appeared and your dog chased them? If 
they start chasing rabbits, the behaviour of 
chasing something small and fluffy is 
be ing re in forced.  That 's  pos i t ive 
reinforcement. If they're not recalling 
when you call them whilst they chase the 
rabbits, that's not because positive 
reinforcement doesn't work for your dog. It 
does and is but for all the wrong reasons.
Go back to management. Put them on a 
lead  If  they  are  likely  going  to  chase 
small  fluffy  things.  Manage  them  first, 
then  teach  them  what  you  want  them 
to  do. Teach  your  dog  the  good  stuff 
and  avoid  the  bad  stuff  in  the  first 
place.

HERE'S HOW 

AFFECTSECONDHAND SMOKE

YOUR DOG

by Katie Finlay

We're all likely aware of the dangers of 
smoking cigarettes. There are countless 
controversial advertisements, warnings, 
people, and organizations arguing back 
and forth about just how unhealthy 
smoking is. But the focus is solely on 
humans. Yes, humans are the ones doing 
the smoking, but you've likely heard about 
how second- and third-hand smoke harms 
children and other non-smokers that are 
exposed. This also stands true for our 
pets. While we're not here to discuss 
whether you should or shouldn't smoke 
cigarettes, we are dedicated to the health 
and well-being of pets all over the world 
and want to share the important dangers 
of second-and third-hand smoke.

#1 – Respiratory Infections

Dogs exposed to second- and third-hand 
cigarette smoke are at an increased risk of 
developing respiratory infections. Just like   

with humans, cigarette smoke deposits 
the same chemicals and toxins into your 
dog's respiratory tract. Exposure to 
second- and third-hand smoke can cause 
and exacerbate conditions like bronchitis 
and asthma. Dogs may have a difficult 
time overcoming these ailments because 
of their continued exposure.
According to veterinarian Dr. Karen 
Becker, “Animals with asthma or 
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bronchitis may have difficulties controlling 
their disease. A lot of vets, even though not 
much literature is published to prove that, 
would tell you that they have seen similar 
experiences. The owner quit smoking and 
the pet's lung problems or disease 
improved.”
With respiratory ailments, dogs are at a 
higher risk for other issues as well. 
Chronic lung damage can occur, and left 
untreated, can greatly decrease your 
dog's quality of life.

#2 – Other Ailments

Dogs exposed to cigarette smoke also 
have higher rates of allergic skin disease. 
Allergies plague many dogs for many 
different reasons, but second- and third-
hand smoke can not only cause an allergic 
reaction, it can exacerbate the allergies 
your dog already has. Further, studies 
have shown that dogs with a common 
form of heart disease that come from 
smoking homes have a higher incidence 
of damage to heart blood vessels – also 
making their conditions much worse.

#3 – Cancers

Perhaps the major reason smoking is 
frowned upon is the increased risk of 
cancer. But this risk doesn't only apply to 
humans. In fact, second- and third-hand 
smoke puts our dogs at a higher risk for 
several different types of cancers.
Just like people, the incidence of lung 
cancer in dogs from smoking homes is 
much higher than that in dogs from non-
smoking environments. Further, dogs 
exposed to cigarette smoke have a very 
high rate of nasal cancers. According to a 
Colorado State University study, dogs with 
long muzzles suffered higher rates of 
nasal cancers and dogs with shorter 
muzzles had higher rates of lung cancers.
Regardless of the results, these cancers 
all have a very poor prognosis and will 
quickly shorten your dog's life. The 
American Journal of Epidemiology found 
that dogs living in smoking homes have a 
60% increased chance of developing lung 
cancer – a statistic that we just can't 
ignore.

True love is wiping away your dog's eye boogers
pulling that blade of grass out of your dog's backside!

PEOPLE WHO

HAN THOSE WHO DON'TTALK TO PETS

ARE SMARTER

Theanimalspage.com

Someone has finally brought a defence for 
all the pet owners who love talking to their 
pets but cannot do so without one or two 
dirty looks on them. That's right—it has 
been scientifically proven that people who 
talk to dogs are smarter than those who 
don't! You don't have to talk to your pets 

like they are humans and be called 'weird' 
anymore! You're the one who has higher 
intelligence.
A study conducted at Harvard University 
by Gary D. Sherman and Jonathan Haidt 
says that people who like pets more than 
people and those who have a 
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conversation with their pets on a regular 
basis are more intelligent and not a crack- 
head!
The study was focussed on an act of 
attributing human personality to things 
t h a t  a r e n ' t  h u m a n ,  o r , 
anthropomorphising.
A Behavioural Science professor at the 
University of Chicago, Nicholas Epley 
agrees to this by saying, “Historically, 
anthropomorphising has been treated as 
a sign of childishness or stupidity, but it's 
actually a natural byproduct of the 
tendency that makes humans uniquely 
smart on this planet,”
Sherman and Haidt, during their study, 
showed the photos of baby animals and 
adult animals to a group of people; most of 
who admitted that they would name the 
baby animals and use gender-specific 
pronouns on them. They also said that 
they would talk to the animals if they 
owned them.
Inanimate objects are also a massive part 
of anthropomorphising. Therefore, if you 
own a stuffed dolphin, named it 'George' 
and talked to it like it is your one and only 
true friend, you can take a sigh of relief. All 
the accusations of you being crazy are 
finally lifted off, and you are now counted 
as smarter than your 'normal' friends! This 
condition applies to any age. Hence, it 
doesn't matter if you’re 8 or 80 years old, 
you are still in the intelligent population.

A great example of anthropomorphism 
can be the fact that scientists almost 
regularly name hurricanes after names of 
humans.
Just like it is common for them, it is 
common for us to give our pets these kinds 
of names and to spoil them by referring to 
them as our 'babies'. This is the most 
common type of anthropomorphism done 
by humans as well!
Moreover, anthropomorphism is also a 
sign of a high level of creativity. For 
example, if you drew a picture of a human 
and pasted it on your bedroom wall, you 
would confuse your brain and would want 
to name the person in the picture and have 
a conversation with them. But this is not 
crazy at all, this is natural human 
behaviour, and of course, a smart one!
We performing anthropomorphism 
continuously is, besides, even very helpful 
for our pets! They start learning specific 
words and gestures from us, which makes 
communication easier. So your dog 
recognising your sadness or anger and 
empathising with you is actually a result of 
anthropomorphism.
Hence, the next time someone gives you 
'the look' of confusion when you are 
talking to your pet, you know how to 
defend yourself! Go ahead and talk to your 
little buddy and ignore all the negative 
comments!

Science should stop
analysing animal
intelligence and

start studying human
stupidity

- Mattelsa -
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LETTER PAGE 
The following was taken from the Facebook Page of Club members Don and Hazel 
Johnson, with kind permission:

The Bouvier des Flanders Club (Golden 
Reef) in SA receives our greatest praise. 
We have been "bouvierless" for 6.5 
months now and we cannot express how 
extraordinarily helpful, supportive, 
encouraging and totally selfless the 
committee has been. Those who still 
breed have encouraged us and have 
never once held back on helping us and 
encouraging us to find a puppy. Truly: this 
is  one  dog  club  that  should  have  its 
banner raised  to  all  "doggie"  people  out

there. They are a FINE FINE FINE 
example to everyone. We wish that others 
in the industry would look to them for 
guidelines, even those of other breeds.
From the bottom of our heart, thank you, 
Liz, Frik, Denise and others who, in the 
background have been associated in one 
way or another. We honour and salute you 
enormously.
PS  it  is  a  complete  fallacy  that 
bouviers  cannot  adore  cats  and  all 
other  creatures.

Dear Liz
 
Thank you very much for the Bouvier newsletter.
Always a pleasure to read and to keep up to date 
with the club and the members.
Grateful thanks to all that put in so much work to 
achieve such an interesting read.

All the best

Addy Smits

Aura & Lucian Schönfeldt

HY DOES MY DOG KICK
                        AFTER HE POOPS?w

Dr Katherine Primm

Dogs are such fun and watching them 
(and trying to explain their behaviours) is 
almost as fun as people-watching at the 
mall! We have all seen dogs madly kick at 
the ground behind them after they 
eliminate. Some people think that they are 
trying to “clean up the mess” by covering it, 
but “cleaning up” isn't exactly our dogs' 
forte!

If a dog is truly attempting to cover the 
excrement, it is more likely to be an effort 
to hide the evidence of his presence rather 
than a desire to be tidy. We know that 
wastes can be a dog's calling card in the 
wild. The reason for the frantic kicking 
could be an attempt to cover or hide it and 
stay more incognito. Dogs doing this might 
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appear to be sneaking and trying to stay 
low profile.
But dogs doing the “post poop kicking” do 
no t  usua l l y  seem submiss ive  o r 
surreptitious when they perform the 
behaviour. In fact, it seems to be quite the 
contrary. They seem assertive, as they 
firmly and stiffly kick and claw. Their ears 
are usually up and their backs straight. It 
would seem more like they want to 
broadcast their message to those that 
pass by rather than hide it.
If we consider that dogs may also be able 
to release pheromones from between 
their paw pads when they scratch, we 
have support for the public calling card 
idea. Think of it like your dog's graffiti. He 
doesn't spray paint the wall or bridge with 
his mark for rivals to see, but he might as 

well have. Other dogs are very tuned into 
his message and they can then make a 
choice to mark over his message or to 
avoid the area completely.
If your dog is tearing up your grass with 
this behaviour, you can try to interrupt 
before he begins and gently redirect his 
attention.  This is usually easy to 
accomplish with a high value treat, like a 
tiny piece of boiled chicken (cooked with 
no seasoning and set aside for this 
purpose-I keep a dog treat freezer bag at 
all times). If your dog learns that you are 
watching for him to eliminate and will 
reward him immediately after with 
something he really wants, he may just 
skip  leaving  his  mark  and  come 
straight  to  you!
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( 1) TRANSVAAL KENNEL CLUB 12.10.19
 JUDGE: MRS CATHERINE ROONEY (IRELAND)    

 BOB   Ch.LepoiluEsmée    Ms D Scarrott
  

( 1) EASTERN DISTRICTS KENNEL CLUB  13.10.19
 JUDGE: MR SIMON ROONEY (IRELAND)

 BOB   Ch.LepoiluEsmée    Ms D Scarrott 
       

( 2) WESTERN PROVINCE KENNEL CLUB    27.10.19
 JUDGE: MR S FRISK (SWEDEN)

 CC DOG  AMOR Juila van Dafzicht of Lepoilu Mrs E Hodgson

 BOB   Ch.Lepoilu DÉLICE     Mrs E Hodgson 
    4th Herding Group
 RBOB  AMOR Juila van Dafzicht of Lepoilu Mrs E Hodgson

  
 CGC BRONZE Ch.Lepoilu DÉLICE     Mrs E Hodgson

 INTERNATIONAL BEAUTY CHAMPION (FCI)
    Ch.LepoiluEsmée    Ms D Scarrott

  
  

1 B  CH.Lepoilu DÉLICE     52

2 B  Ch.Lepoilu ESMEÉ     45

3 D  AMOR Julia van Dafzicht of Lepoilu  31.5
 
4 B  Ch.FLOOR Betsy van Dafzicht of Lepoilu 29

5 B  Clartal ZITA      10

6 B  Clartal KB-B      2.5

SHOW RESULTS

POINTS SYSTEM
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utual respect between humans and canines: If you want your dog to quietly snuggle while 

Myou watch “nothing” (canine opinion) on TV, please stand by quietly while he sniffs “nothing” 
(human opinion) on the ground during walks

f you think about it, it's kind of a dirty trick to take a species that naturally chases moving objects, 

Ieats whatever it comes across, bites to argue etc and then announce all these as behaviour 
problems - Jean Donaldson

      

ur Rottweiler, Aza, has never even growled at strangers, but at 54kg she appears ferocious. 

OOne Sunday afternoon, Aza was outside with her feeding bowl and a kiddie pool in which to 
cool off. Later I spotted a golf ball in the pool. Two golfers from the nearby course were 

hurrying away. “Take the stroke,” I heard one say to the other. “If that's not a water hazzard, I don't 
know what is!” - Greg French, Readers Digest

hen the complexity and inhumanity of some humans feels a little overwhelming, the 

Wsimplicity and innocence of a happy dog is a great antidote                                                     
-Kerry Daynes, Consultant , Forensic Psychologist

 
  

y ill health had prevented me and my husband from going out together for some months. But 

MI'd made a complete recovery and was delighted when one evening I heard him say, “Would 
you like to go out, girl.”

“I'd love to,” I replied immediately.
We had a wonderful meal in a restaurant and it wasn't until the end of the evening that my husband 
confessed, “Actually, I was talking to the dog.” - Readers' Digest

og ownership was associated with a 33% lower risk of early death for heart attack survivors 

Dliving alone and 27% reduced risk of early death for stroke survivors living alone, compared to 
people who did not own a dog. Dog ownership was associated with a 24% reduced risk of all-

cause mortality and a 31% lower risk of death by heart attack or stroke compared to non-owners -
.American Heart Association

etting, scratching, and cuddling a dog could be as soothing to the mind and heart as deep 

Pmeditation and almost as good for the soul as prayer." - Dean Koontz

   

LAST W G OF the

Ailt

Freddie and co (Addy Smits)


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33

