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FROM THE CHAIR – SEPTEMBER 2017 

Dear members, 

We are in the final leg of the year, and have just had our August show, so I am using this opportunity to thank our 
club members and exhibitors.  Without your continuous support we would not have had such a special event!  Thank 
you very much for your time, money, enthusiasm and last, but not the least for your stunning staffords that graced 
our show ring!  

Thank you to our Judge, Mr Rob Du Plooy (Tenacious).  Your integrity and the professional manner in which you have 
judged our show was highly appreciated by all.  

Thank you Linfot Digital Art and Santie Van Niekerk for capturing special memories for our exhibitors with the 
photographs you took.  Please remember that Linfot Digitial Art has some awesome photos available for sale of our 
show if you are interested. 

 To the hard working NWSBTC committee, you are a very special hardworking team, each in his own unique way 
purposefully propelling the club to new heights.  

We want to take this opportunity to once again thank our main sponsor, Montego.  You have done so much to make 
this an extra special show. Thank You!  To all our other sponsors for their continuous and valued support.  Without 
your support and sponsorships, our shows and events would not have been successful!  We hope to continue this 
wonderful relationship well into the future.  To all the kennels who sponsored Rosettes, we thank you as well! All 
these contributions made by everyone added to our success. 

Also a word of thanks to all our contributors and writers for this edition, Willie Steyn for his help in compiling and 
getting our newsletter ready every time!  Riette, thank you for yet another lovely Staffamania. 

We have started an initiative to interview our members, providing some history of their kennels, highlights and of 
course where they see themselves in 5 years from now.  The purpose of the interview is to introduce our members 
to the public as well as for us to get to know one another a little bit better.  If you would like to feature in our next 
edition please drop us an e-mail and we will forward the questionnaire and details. 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page as the club plans to have a couple of “Meet the Breed”-stands in the near future. 
This is a new initiative to gain some exposure for our breed, educate the public and hopefully gain members and new 
interest into the world of Showing Staffords.  We are also planning some social and educational events.  We urge you 
as members to join us and become involved in these events to canvas for new members. 

To all the members of NWSBTC of SA’s PLEASE come and join us on the 16th of September at the Staffordshire Terrier 
Rescue walk. We will have a breed stand there with information leaflets on the breed’s history, how to buy a puppy, 
how to select a breeder, how to adopt a Stafford etc. we look forward to see you all there and to come and help 
preserve our beloved breed. It promises to be a fun event (see the advert featured in this edition). 

Stafford greetings, 

Johann Pretorius                                                 
Chairman                                                                                          

  



 
 

PHOTOS OF CC & RCC WINNERS 
 

CC DOG:  EUKLEIA KUMI TYSON  RCC DOG:  LARUMO GENTLEMAN JACK 

 

 

 
CC BITCH:  BRONXTON NILDA  RCC BITCH:  MAUPA ROXY GIRL 

 

 

 
 



CRITIQUE OF ROBERT DU PLOOY (SA)  
NORTH WEST STAFFORDSHIRE BULL TERRIER CLUB 
13TH CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW HELD 12 AUGUST 2017 

 
DOGS 

 

 

  
1ST MINOR PUPPY DOG: 

Eukleia Keamie Carlo of Tolmiros 
(Miss L. Uffindell) 

 
Red & White Dog with a good shape head, dark eye. 
Strong muzzle, nice dome with distinct stop.  Good 
bite.  Balanced body, straight front, nice bone.  Level 
topline , good stifle.  Moved well.  Nice prospect. 
End of the day won Best Puppy in Show. 
 
 

 

  
 

2ND  MINOR PUPPY DOG: 
Eukleia Keamie Tyson 

(Mr. A. Davidovitz)   
 
Red & White dog, another neat package, very similar 
in make-up as first with good bite, good front and 
level topline.  Did not move as well as first behind. 
 

 

  
 

3RD  MINOR PUPPY DOG: 
Raminartus Shamrock Pork 

(Mr. D.J. Gidish) 
 
Brindle dog, good compact body, nice head, good 
stop, correct bite.  Good straight front with level 
topline.  One lazy ear.  Moved OK. 
 



 

  
4TH  MINOR PUPPY DOG:  
Eukleia Keamie Frazier 

(Mr. J.A. Coetzee) 
 
Fawn & White. Straight front with level topline. 
Needs training.  Moved close behind. 
 

 

  
 

 1ST PUPPY DOG: 
Bronxton Sam Hanna 

(Mr. J. Pretorius) 
 

Red compact dog, nice balance, good head, level 
bite.  Good front and back quarters. Clean shoulders, 
well bent stifle.  Moved well, needs ringcraft. 
 
 

 

  
2ND  PUPPY DOG: 

Frelonius Legacy Man of Delu 
(Ms. D.A. Lurie) 

 
Brindle dog. Nice head with good dome.  Correct 
bite.  Good straight front, nice bone. Level topline. 
Slightly longer coupled than no. 1 . 
 
 

 

  
 

1ST GRADUATE DOG: 
Larumo Gentleman Jack 

(Mrs. A. & Mr. L. Coetsee) 
 

Brindle Dog. Well balanced. Nice head, dark eye. 
Good dome, neat strong  muzzle, correct bite, nice 
front, good bone, level topline, nice hindquarters. 
Moved well, another good prospect.  RCC Dog. 
 

 
 



 

  
2ND GRADUATE DOG: 

Skayla Tyson 
(Mr. L.C. Joubert) 

 
Red Dog.  Good head and nice stop, good bone, 
straight front, level topline, nice body and 
hindquarters.  Needs show handling.  Moved OK. 
 
 

 

  
3RD GRADUATE DOG: 

Maupa Oliver 
(Mrs. M. Preston) 

 
Red & White dog, good head, straight front, good 
feet.  Good mover.  Slightly longer coupling than 1 
and 2. 
 
 

 

 1ST SA BRED DOG: 
Eukleia Kumi Tyson 
(Dr. E. van Heerden) 

 

Red & White dog.  Nice well muscled head with 
distinct stop and strong clean muzzle.  Dark eye, 
level (correct) bite.  Straight front with ample bone, 
tight feet. Strong body, well sprung ribs with level 
topline. Short coupled, well bent stifle and strong 
hindquarters.  Moved like a train. Excellent prospect. 
CC Dog, Best SA Bred in Show and BEST IN SHOW. 

 

  
 

2ND SA BRED DOG: 
Sharrazar Jett Black 

(Miss. L. Mallet-Veale) 
 

Black Brindle dog.  Compact dog. Correct mouth. 
Well shaped head with straight front, level topline 
and strong hindquarters.  Moved well. 
 
 



 

  
 

3RD SA BRED DOG: 
Eukleia Kumi Mysterious  

(Dr. E. van Heerden) 
 

Red & White dog.  Well muscled dog with good 
head, straight front and strong hindquarters.  Moved 
Ok in front but lacked proper drive behind. 
 
  
 

 

  
4TH SA BRED DOG: 

Bushvelders Big Gun of Roaringhearts 
(Mr. J.J.F. Trichardt) 

 
Red Dog.  Powerful dog, over  the standard size with 
head  that needs more distinct stop, giving rise to an 
almond eye placement. 
 

 

  
1ST VETERAN DOG:  

Ch Seastaff Top Gun of Eukleia 
(Dr. E. van Heerden) 

 
Red dog of good balance.  Sound all-round.  Nice 
head and correct teeth, level topline, good front and 
rear quarters.  Moved well front and back.   
Best Veteran in Show. 

 
 
 

 

  
2ND  VETERAN DOG: 

Lewon Black Thundur of Kavuki 
 (Mr. F.P.L. Schoeman) 

 
Black brindle dog.  Not as strong in head as winner, 
level topline, straight front, correct teeth.  Moved a 
bit close behind. 
 
 

 



 

  
1ST OPEN DOG: 

Eukleia Nonus Conor 
(Dr. E. van Heerden) 

 
White with Red patches.  Well defined head, deep 
through.  Strong foreface.   Well boned and straight 
front. Level topline, strong hindquarters, good 
mover.  

 

  
 

2ND OPEN DOG: 
Houdini of Venttenax 

(Mr. C.H.J. Venter) 
 
Red dog. Nice head, scissor bite, good stop, dark eye.  
Level topline.  Good movement. 

 
 
 

 

  
 

3RD OPEN DOG:  
Ch Raminartus Saltan of Swat  

(Miss. S.E. van Niekerk) 
 

Brindle Dog. Well balanced, compact dog. Good 
head and bite.  Level topline.  Moved OK 

 
 

 

  
4TH OPEN DOG: 

Cravonmark Billy The Kid 
(Messrs. H.J. Pringle, S.R. Steyn & C.M.H. Wolvaart) 

 
Brindle with white dog. Good head, neat ears, 
straight front, level topline, tidy feet.  Overall nicely 
balanced.  Moved OK in front. 

 
 
 



 

  
1ST CHAMPION DOG: 

Ch Marconn Black Jaguar  
(Mr. M.M.D. Taljaard) 

 
Dark Brindle dog.  Of compact body with good head 
and straight front and tidy feet. Correct bite, dark 
eyes.  Level topline, good bend of stifle. Good 
mover front  and back. 

 
 

 

  
2ND CHAMPION DOG:  

Ch Larumo Duke Master of Shakinat 
(Mrs. A. Joubert) 

 
Dark brindle with white dog.  Nice balanced dog, 
good head, correct bite, neat ears. Straight well 
boned front, level topline, well bent stifle.  Good 
mover both ways.   Photo finish. 
 

 

  
3RD CHAMPION DOG:  

Ch Eukleia Aurora Sparkle of Sivhana 
(Mr.JG ten Napel & Dr.E.van Heerden) 

 
Compact, balanced white dog with defined head, 
tight lipped mouth.  Dark eye.  Correct bite.  Straight 
front with good spring of rib.  Well bent stifle.  
Moved OK.  Well presented & handled. 

 
 

 

  
 

4TH CHAMPION DOG:   
Ch Eukleia Moyo Bastian 

(Mr. J.P. du Rand & Dr. E. van Heerden) 
 

Red and white skewbald dog.  Nice overall balance. 
Head could be stronger.  Moved well. 
 
 



BITCHES 

 

 

 1ST MINOR PUPPY BITCH: 
Eukleia Keamie Bambi of Roaringhearts 

(Mr. J.J.F. Trichardt) 
 

Red & White bitch. Well balanced. Defined head 
with good stop.  Dark eye, correct bite.  Good front, 
level topline, strong hindquarters.  Good movement.   
Reserve Best Puppy in Show. 
 

 

  
2ND MINOR PUPPY BITCH:  

Eukleia Keamie Mikka of Stapphire 
(Mrs. D.G. Jackson) 

 
Red & White bitch of good balance.  Well defined 
head, dark eye, good bite.  Straight front, lighter 
boned than 1st, feet could be tighter.  Good 
movement. 

  
 

 

  
 

3RD MINOR PUPPY BITCH: 
Eukleia Keamie Lucy 
(Dr. E. van Heerden) 

 
Red & White bitch, similar good bodied as 1st, nice 
head but has stronger ears. Good front and back, 
level topline.  Short coupled.  Moved OK. 

 
 

 

 4TH  MINOR PUPPY BITCH: 
Raminartus Shamrockevabree of Monetrouge 

(Mr. & Mrs. D. & M. Matthys) 
 

Black Brindle of sound construction.  Slightly longer 
in coupling than above. Nice front and hindquarters. 
Movement OK. 
 
 



 

  
1ST PUPPY BITCH:  

Amdel Domino of Rosepine 
(Mr. C.A. Major) 

 
Black Brindle & white bitch. Head needs filling out, 
good bite. Square front, with tight feet. Level 
topline.   Moved well. 

 
 

 

  
1ST JUNIOR BITCH:   

Marconn Kanya 
(Mr. M.M.D. Taljaard) 

 
Black Brindle bitch with good head and balanced 
body.  Good bite, dark eye.  Straight front, tidy feet. 
Level topline, good hindquarters. Moved and 
handled well.   Best Junior in Show. 

 
 

 

  
2ND JUNIOR BITCH: 

Jongozi Red Dust Storm 
(Mr. B.H. Ortner) 

 
Red bitch, of good balance.  Pushed hard for 1st, just 
needed more fill in head. Straight front, good feet, 
level topline, nice hindquarter.  Moved well. 

 
 
 

 

  
 

3RD JUNIOR BITCH:  
Lovinza Cosmo Girl  

(Mrs. G.A.W. Grobbelaar) 
 

Fawn Smut bitch, well balanced with good head 
definition, correct dentition. Good front and 
hindquarters.   Moved well. 
 
 



 

  
4TH JUNIOR BITCH:  

Larumo Rose Espanola 
(Mr. L. & Mrs. A. Coetsee) 

 
Brindle & White bitch. Good head, neat ears, correct 
bite.  Straight front, level topline, good hindquarters. 
Moved OK 
  
 

 

  
1ST SA BRED BITCH: 

Princess Cleo 
(Ms. L.A. Butler) 

 
Red Bitch with strong balanced body.  Good head, 
needs deeper stop, dark eye, good teeth.  Straight 
well boned front, tidy feet.  Level topline, well bent 
stifle with good drive on the move. 

 

  
 

2ND SA BRED BITCH: 
Stapphire Fayan Blaze 

(Mrs. D.G. Jackson & Mr. G.W. Ousman) 
 

Brindle & White Pied. Well balanced bitch with 
strong head, would prefer a slightly longer muzzle. 
Good front, feet needs tighten up. Level topline. 
Good hindquarters.  Moved well. 

 
  

 

  
 

3RD SA BRED BITCH: 
Monetrouge Celtic Pride 

(Mr. & Mrs. D. & M. Matthys) 
 

Brindle bitch. Strong, cobby body, well balanced. 
Dark eye, good bite.  Level topline.  Moved OK. 
 
 



  

  
4TH SA BRED BITCH:   

Kavuki Oreo Ice 
(Mr. F.P.L. Schoeman) 

 
Brindle & White Pied.  Good bodied bitch.  Would 
like to see more dome.  Good bite, moved well. 

 
 

 

  
1ST VETERAN BITCH: 

Zutar Smart N Sweet of Kavuki 
(Mr. F.P.L. Schoeman) 

 
Dark Brindle Bitch, carrying some “pudding”.  Overall 
good balance, despite the extra weight.  Dark eye, 
good bite, straight front, level topline.  She moved 
well. 

 
 

 

 1ST OPEN BITCH: 
Bronxton Nilda 

(Mr. J. Pretorius) 
 

Fawn Bitch of good balance. Defined head with good 
ear and dark eye.  Correct bite.  Straight well boned 
front, tight feet, dark nails.  Well sprung rib flowing 
into a level topline.  Hard muscled hindquarters.  
Moved well.   
CC Bitch.     

 

  
2ND OPEN BITCH:  
Maupa Roxy Girl 

(Mrs. P. Pelser & Mrs. M. Preston) 
 
Brindle Bitch.  Good head, dark eye, correct bite.  
Straight front, level topline, strong  hindquarters.  
Allround sound bitch.  Moved well in front and back 
but would like more width at rear. 
RCC Bitch. 

  



 

 1ST CHAMPION BITCH:   
Ch Cravonmark Ella-Mae of Monetrouge 

(Mr. D. & Mrs. M. Matthys) 
 

Black Brindle bitch.  Good balanced bitch.  Good 
head, dark eye, correct bite.  Good straight front 
with tidy feet.  Good spring of rib, level topline, 
strong hindquarters.  Moved well in all three legs of 
the triangle.  Well handled.   Reserve Best in Show. 

 

  
2ND CHAMPION BITCH:  

Ch Larumo Running Blaze 
(Mrs. A and Mr. L. Coetsee) 

 
Dark brindle bitch.  Nice balanced bitch.  Good head 
and correct bite.  Dark eye, neat ears.  Straight front 
with good bone. Level topline, sound hindquarters.  
Moved well.  
 
 

 

  
3RD CHAMPION BITCH:  
Ch Eukleia Kumi Bailey 

(Dr. E. van Heerden) 
 

Red and White skewbald bitch with good head and 
strong muzzle. Good front and hindquarter, level 
topline.  Longer in back than above.  Moved well. 
 

 

  
 

4TH CHAMPION BITCH: 
Ch Ronaith Tinted Ice of Stapphire 

(Mrs. D.G. Jackson) 
 

Red and white skewbald bitch.  Nicely shaped head 
with good stop.  Correct bite.  Dark eye.  Straight 
front, level topline … would like more bone, nice 
hindquarters.  Moved well. 

 
 

 



Letter from Judge Robert du Plooy (SA) 
 
I would like to thank the Chairman and Committee for the privilege to allow me to judge 
your 2nd 2017 Championship show, a good venue with  lots of shade for the dogs and a nice 
winter sun to make up for a great atmosphere. 
 
My thanks to the exhibitors for their entries and thanks to the ring steward, Walter 
Degenhart, for keeping the dogs flowing. 
 
Overall I was happy with the quality of the dogs and bitches present, which is a good 
indication of the available breeding stock.  As usual, there were a couple of issues to 
highlight.  Mainly some roachy toplines, some lacked back-end drive because of over-
angulation or the closeness of hindlegs on the move and a few had almond eyes. 
 
Rob du Plooy 
Judge 
 

NWSBTC 12 AUGUST 2017 CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW WINNERS 
 

BEST IN SHOW:  EUKLEIA KUMI TYSON (Front Page) 
RESERVE BEST IN SHOW:  CH CRAVONMARK ELLA-MAE OF MONETROUGE (Front Page) 

BEST PUPPY IN SHOW:  EUKLEIA KEAMIE CARLO OF TOLMIROS (Back Page) 
RESERVE BEST PUPPY IN SHOW:  EUKLEIA KEAMIE BAMBI OF ROARINGHEARTS (Back Page) 

 
BEST JUNIOR IN SHOW  BEST VETERAN IN SHOW 

 

 

 
MARCONN KANYA  CH SEASTAFF TOP GUN OF EUKLEIA 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The North West Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club would 
like to thank all our rosette sponsors for 2017!! 

 

Raminartus     Niastah 

Ukuwela      Delu 

Jongozi      Rigardo 

Shakinat      Ventennax 

Stapphire     Tengeeni 

Lauren Mallet-Veale   Bronxton 

Sivhana      Marconn 

Rosepine      Monetrouge 

Ringmaster      

 

Thank you for helping to make our shows a success!! 



6 steps to managing a dog's over-excitement 

 

A dog that’s spinning in circles, jumping up and down, or barking and yipping is not a happy dog. These are 

all signs of over-excitement. The dog has excess energy, and the only way her brain knows how to deal 

with it is to work it off physically. 

Unfortunately, people often interpret these signs as happiness. Many also tend to think that it’s cute when 

a dog acts like this, and wind up unknowingly encouraging the behavior. Curb your dog's excitement and 

you'll be preventing misbehaviors in the future, including aggression.  

An excited dog is not happy. A calm dog is. Here are six steps to take to get your dog from being constantly 

over-excited to be calm, submissive, and happy.  

1. Don’t encourage excitement 

The most important thing to remember when your dog approaches you with excitement is 

that what you do will determine whether such behavior becomes more or less frequent. The 

worst thing you can do is give affection or attention to an excited dog. This is just telling him 

that you like what he is doing. He’ll learn that being excited gets a reward, so he’ll keep 

doing it. 

The best way to react to an excited dog is to ignore her. Use no touch, no talk, no eye 

contact. If she tries to jump on you, turn the other way or push her back down. 

  

2. Encourage calm behavior 

This is the flip side of the first tip. When your dog is in a calm, submissive state, then you can 

give affection and attention, which will reinforce that state. If your dog is treat motivated, 

https://www.cesarsway.com/dog-behavior/hyperactivity/6-steps-to-managing-a-dogs-over-excitement


then reward his behavior when he is calm. 

Through a combination of ignoring excited behavior and rewarding calm behavior, you will 

help your dog to naturally and instinctively move into the calmer state . 

  

3. Wear your dog out 

Of course, it’s easier to keep your dog from being over-excited if she doesn’t have the 

energy to do it in the first place, which is why the walk is so important. It provides directed 

exercise and channels your dog’s excess energy while draining it. 

Just letting your dog out in the yard to run around and do her business is not the right kind 

of exercise. In fact, this kind of activity can often leave her more excited when it’s over and 

not less. Likewise, the purpose of the walk is not just so your dog can do her business and 

come home. It mimics the movement of the pack on a mission together to find food, water, 

and shelter. This helps your dog stay connected to her primal instincts, stay focused on 

moving forward, and drain her excess energy. 

The return home — where the food, water, and shelter are — becomes the reward for going 

on the excursion with the pack. By bringing your dog home with excess energy drained 

through exercise, she will associate her feeling of calm with this reward. 

  

4. Provide an outlet — with limitations 

Keeping your dog’s mind stimulated can also help reduce excess energy. This is when 

playtime comes in. Things like playing fetch, having your dog search for a hidden treat, or 

running him through an obstacle course are all good ways to stimulate his mind and drain his 

energy. 

The key here is that you control the length and intensity of the activity. That’s where 

“limitations” come in. If your dog is getting too excited, then the game ends. This is a gentle 

sort of negative reinforcement. While rewarding calm behavior tells your dog, “When I settle 

down I get a treat,” creating limitations tells your dog, “If I get too crazy, the treat goes 

away.” 

  

5. Engage their nose  

Since a dog’s primary sense organ is her nose, capturing her sense of smell can have a 

calming effect. Scents like lavender and vanilla can help calm your dog down, especially if 



you associate them with times when the dog is calm — like having a scented air freshener 

near her bed. 

Be sure that your dog doesn’t have any allergies to particular scents and ask your 

veterinarian for recommendations on the scents that work best at calming dogs down. 

  

6. Calm yourself 

Most importantly, your dog cannot be calm if you aren’t, so you need to check your own 

energy. When you have to correct your dog, how do you do it? Can you stop their unwanted 

behavior with just a nudge or a quiet word, or do you tend to shout “No” at him over and 

over? 

If you’re in the second category, then you’re contributing to your dog’s excitement. The only 

time it’s necessary to correct a dog with a loud sound is to snap them out of a dangerous 

action; for example, if he’s about to run into traffic. But you should only need that one short, 

sharp sound to distract your dog and get his attention. 

Here’s an image to keep in mind: two soldiers in the woods. They’ve come to a clearing and 

see the enemy ahead. One of them starts to move forward. How does the other soldier stop 

this? Not by yelling. You’ve probably already pictured the move in your mind — an arm 

across the chest or a hand on the shoulder, without saying a word. 

Dogs are hunters, so they have an instinctive understanding of this kind of correction. If the 

group came up on a deer in a clearing and the Pack Leader barked to tell them to stop, the 

deer would be long gone and none of them would eat. The leaders stop the pack with 

nothing but their energy and body language. 

If your dog is naturally high-energy and excitable, it can take a while to see results with these techniques. 

The important part is that you remain consistent in using them and don’t give up. Chances are that your 

dog didn’t become a hyperactive mess overnight, so you’re not going to undo it overnight. But you’ll be 

surprised how quickly you’ll start to see a change once you commit. Consistency is the key to success. 

https://www.cesarsway.com/dog-behavior/hyperactivity/6-steps-to-managing-a-dogs-over-

excitement?utm_content=sf80250319&utm_medium=spredfast&utm_source=facebook 

 

 
 

https://www.cesarsway.com/dog-psychology/ten-principles/human-energy/be-aware-of-your-energy
https://www.cesarsway.com/dog-psychology/ten-principles/human-energy/be-aware-of-your-energy
https://www.cesarsway.com/dog-behavior/hyperactivity/6-steps-to-managing-a-dogs-over-excitement?utm_content=sf80250319&utm_medium=spredfast&utm_source=facebook
https://www.cesarsway.com/dog-behavior/hyperactivity/6-steps-to-managing-a-dogs-over-excitement?utm_content=sf80250319&utm_medium=spredfast&utm_source=facebook


CHANGES TO THE KUSA CODE OF ETHICS – Effective 1.10.2017          Compiled by Joké Vermeulen 

From time to time changes are made to the KUSA Code of Ethics (Schedule 9) of the KUSA Constitution.  All members of KUSA shall 
be bound to this KUSA Code of Ethics relating to responsible dog ownership. The full Code of Ethics can be viewed on the KUSA 
website www.kusa.co.za  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To clarify the changes to clause 2.13: 

• The Kennel Union of Southern Africa (KUSA) has been registered by the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
(DAFF) as a Breeder’s Society and as a Registering Authority for 218 dog breeds.  

• KUSA is now the only Breeders’ Society registered in South Africa in terms of the Animal Improvement Act (No. 62 of 1998) 
for any of the 218 breeds it had applied for. 

• A number of other dog registering bodies are registering dogs in South Africa and are not recognized by KUSA.   You are 
therefore not allowed to mate your dog with a dog that is registered with another registering body,  unless prior approval 
has been obtained from the Executive Committee.  

• Only dogs registered by organizations, societies or associations recognized by the KUSA are allowed to be mated to KUSA-
registered dogs. 

Take note of the new clause 2.22 (see above) 

 

OLD CLAUSE  AMENDED CLAUSE EFFECTIVE 1.10.2017 
2.1  ensure that at all times such dogs are properly 
housed, watered, exercised and will receive Veterinary 
attention from a qualified person , as and when 
required; 

2.1 ensure that at all times such dogs are properly 
housed, watered, exercised, and transported and will 
receive Veterinary attention from a qualified person , as 
and when required 
 

 2.22 ensure that no dog is left confined in a vehicle or 
area exposed to the elements (heat or cold) 

2.13 not knowingly permit any purebred dogs,  
registered on the Breed register to mate with a dog of a 
different breed, to a cross bred or to can unregistered 
dog of the same breed;  

2.13  not knowingly permit any purebred dogs 
registered on the KUSA breed registers, to mate with a 
dog of a different breed, to a cross-bred dog, or to can 
unregistered dog of the same breed, or to any dog that 
is registered with any organization, society of 
association that is not recognized by the Kennel Union 
of Southern Africa, save for permissible inter-variety 
matings between KUSA-registered dogs which are 
subject to the prior approval of the Executive 
Committee. 

http://www.kusa.co.za/


Enter the ring, by Lourens ten Napel (Sivhana Staffords) 
As strange as it may sound, dog shows are known to drastically change lives. You can easily become obsessed 
and before you know it, your whole life will revolve around breeding and showing dogs. It literally takes one 
win to get people hooked. A door opens to a whole new social life, allowing you to meet like-minded people 
with a passion for animals and who may very well become your best friends for life. Dog shows takes you to 
places you never would have visited, memorable weekend breakaways and victories that you will cherish for 
all your days. One can even become an international judge and travel the world by invitation, but first you 
have to enter the ring, learn the basics and decide whether you enjoy this “way of Life”. For this there are 
certain guidelines and rules:   

1. Always present a healthy, clean and well looked after dog to the judge. Bath your dog the night before 
the show. Use a grooming type shampoo and not a normal tick and flea shampoo. Be sure to clean the 
ears, brush the teeth and clip the nails. First impression are of utmost importance. 

2. If you are going to a championship show, then it is equally important that you wear neat, but 
comfortable clothes. Try to wear clothes that are in contrast with your dog’s colour, you do not want 
your black dog to disappear in your black pants, he should stand out. Many people will tell you that the 
clothes make little difference, but a tidy, smart and clean dressed person does make a more 
professional impression.  

3. It is extremely important that you also practice with your dog well prior to the show. There are many 
training clubs and it is strongly recommended that you attend some classes. Remember that you only 
have approximately 1 and ½ minutes to show your dog to the judge, and it is really competitive. If 
there are two dogs in a class of equal quality, but the one dog misbehaves, then the judge is likely to 
award the better trained dog who allowed the judge to go over him and allowed him to properly asses 
its movement by not pulling on the lead.   

4. Arrive early and prepared. Make a list of necessary things to remember such as water, food, drinks, 
chairs, gazebo etc. Arriving early on the day will ensure that both you and your dog are not anxious 
and you will both arrive relaxed. Set up your Gazebo etc and go and collect your ring number. Then 
take your dog to relieve himself / herself. Remember to take a plastic bag with and to pick up after 
your dog if necessary. Upon your return you may go over your dog again to make sure he / she is 
perfectly clean and ready.  

5. If you are new, then it will be a good idea to ask a seasoned exhibitor to explain to you the proceedings 
of the classes and to enquire about other helpful tips. It is important that you familiarize yourself with 
the order of judging and you may well enquire from the ring steward how many classes and dogs will 
be judged before your class. Keep an eye on proceedings and report to the marshalling area in good 
time to ensure that you are marked present, and / or do not cause any delays and / or not marked 
absent. 

6. At last the ring steward calls all the dogs into the ring. Remember earlier that I mentioned “first 
impressions last”. Enter the ring with a positive and friendly attitude and make 100% sure that your 
dog is moving freely and also happily. Many judges already decide as the dogs come in who they like 
most, and then they just go over the dogs to confirm the bite is correct and check for other minorities. 

  



7.  Exhibitors are responsible for covering any damages the dogs they own / handle may cause at the 
shows. Always remember that a Stafford was originally bred for fighting. They are extremely powerful 
and at times they can be unpredictable too. Make sure that you have full control over your dog and 
that you are alert at all times. Leave enough space between your dog and the dog in front when 
moving and also give your fellow exhibitors enough space to stack their dogs. The ring is large enough 
and it is uncomfortable and dangerous to stand too close to one another.  

8. The steward will usually instruct the exhibitors where to stand their dogs after entering. The dogs 
should be stacked facing forward and all dogs should be in a straight line. Do not place your dog either 
ahead or behind the other dogs in the line. The judge will have a look at the line up and then call the 
first dog for examination and instruct the balance of the exhibitors to relax.  

9. Keep an eye on the person next to you to know when to stack your dogs for the judge, as most 
exhibitors usually leave the ring on hot days to seek shade for their dogs. It is a good time to start 
stacking your dog as soon as the dog in front of you is asked to move. When the judge turns around 
after looking at the pervious dog moving, he should look straight into an already perfectly stacked dog.  

10. Do not start a conversation with the judge during the judging, unless there is a compelling reason to do 
so, or if you were asked a question. It is unacceptable to tell the judge about your dog’s pedigree or 
previous achievements.  

11. After the examination, the judge should ask you to move your dog. Listen carefully and follow the 
judge’s instruction. Move your dog as best as you can, you may speak to it and try to get your dog 
alert, yet friendly. A Stafford should be walked on a loose lead. Never string a dog up.  

12. After all the dogs were judged, the steward should ask all the exhibitors in the ring to line up their dogs 
again. The judge will probable move past every dog and then make his final decision and place the 
dogs 1st, 2nd, 3rd and sometimes 4th. This is the make or break moment. It is not a staring competition, 
and staring at the judge as to almost beg the judge for that 1st place is not correct, rather fully 
concentrate on how your dog is stacked and if he is looking his best. Don’t tamper too much with your 
dog at this stage, this is where the hours of training your dog to stack pays off and sometimes gives 
you the advantage.  

13. If you are fortunate enough that the judge places your dog, you have to go and stand at your placing. 
Never leave the ring without standing at your placing until the steward has excused you. Accept any 
award with good grace, even if you do not agree with it. It is polite and good sportsmanship to 
congratulate your fellow exhibitors, regardless of their dog’s placing above or below yours.     

14.  It is important to remember to always concentrate while you are in the ring and while you are 
marshalling. Always keep your eyes on your dog and the judge. Never allow it to stand lazy or in an 
unattractive position. You never know when the judge might look and catch your dog looking poorly. 
While being shown, you simply cannot relax and cannot allow your dog to relax either. Focussing for a 
couple of minutes is many times the difference between winning, and narrowing losing out.  

15. Lastly, dog shows are a hobby and should be enjoyed. It is an opportunity to meet new friends and 
spending time with old ones. Dog show people have a passion for purebred dogs and interesting and 
exciting discussions regularly occur. No matter what the judge’s decision, the old dog exhibitor’s adage 
applies: “You always take the best dog home”.   

 



 

      

Breeder Interview for NWSBTC Staffamania: 

 

1. How and when was your affix started and why did you 
choose Staffordshire Bull Terriers? 
 
 

2. Who are the people behind the affix? Please tell us a little 
about yourself. Please let us have a family photo to 
publish with your interview. 
 
 

3. What would you consider the highlight of your time in 
Staffords? 
 
 

4. Are there any trends or changes that you have seen over 
the years in Staffords which concern you or which have 
made a positive impact on the breed as a whole? 
 
 

5. Who would you consider your favourite Stafford ever – it 
may be one you have bred yourself or another dog. Please 
provide a photo and a little bit of an explanation. 
 
 

6. Where do you see yourself in the next 5 years as a 
breeder/exhibitor and/or Judge? 
 

 

Thank you very much for taking the time to complete our 
questionnaire, your interview will inspire and educate others 
to give their best as well.  



EUKLEIA STAFFORDS 
 

 
 
Eukleia means "good repute, glory" in Greek, from the elements ευ "good" and κλεος (kleos) 
"glory". Eukleia was also the ancient Greek female spirit of glory and good repute. 
 
At presently Prof Eurika van Heerden is the owners of the Eukleia affix, which is registered with 
KUSA since 2006. I have membership with KUSA since 2004 (Membership No: 172672). My late 
husband Pieter van Heerden was part of the affix until his death on 09 September 2011. We didn’t 
have any human children, but over the years many Stafford children. 
 
Pieter and myself both have been animal lovers all our lives. We both studied Zoology at RAU. 
Pieter became an Ecologist with North West Parks and Tourism Board and worked for them until 
his death. I became a lecturer in Biology at University of Limpopo (Medunsa) after completion of 
by PhD in Zoology. I worked there for 17 years and then joined Necsa as an Environmental 
Scientist. 

 
Last photo taken of him. 

 
Pieter bought me my first Stafford in 1988. Sasha was very loving and she guarded me wherever I 
went. She also travelled with me from Hartbeespoort to Johannesburg while I was still working and  
studying at RAU. She then will stay with her “granny” during the day and then travel back with me 
in the evenings. She sadly passed away in 2001. In 2002 we got Ch (SA) Audentia Lady 



Dominique of Riefra (Nicky) as a retired brood female from Riette Steyn and bought a male puppy 
“Thorax Mountain Thyme” (Rocky) from Mr. PSJ Pretorius. Our show career started with North 
West Staffordshire Bull Terrier Open show were we started to show Rocky as a puppy and Nicky 
as a veteran. Since then we continue showing and breeding staffords. Being a scientist, I put a lot 
of effort in breeding good quality staffords by carefully selecting the correct stud dogs for my 
litters.  
  
All my dogs form an integral part of our family. They live with me in the house and share a bed 
with me in the evenings. I exercise all my staffords almost daily by taking them for a walk early in 
mornings before work. They also go with me on holidays to the coast. There we enjoy playing on 
the beach early in the mornings. 
 

 
 
Eukleia was awarded Kennel of the year at PSBTC and SBTC of the Transvaal for 2014, 2015 and 
2016. Have bred 12 champions to date. 

The highlight of my breeding career is breeding my “Aurora” litter (Ch Seastaff Top Gun of Eukleia 
(UK Imp) X Ch Eukleia Syncerus Carissa). Gr CH, MBIS, MBISS, MRBIS, BJIS, RBJIS, MBJISS, 
KUSA Show Dog of the Year Top Terrier 2015, 2016 Eukleia Aurora Sparkle of Sivhana 
(“Bandit”) and SA Ch Eukleia Aurora Star (“Astra”) was two of the six puppies born in that litter.  

 

Eukleia Aurora Sparkle of Sivhana (“Bandit”) 

To date Bandit has achieved the following awards, to mention a few:  

• KUSA Show Dog of the Year Top Terrier 2015 and 2016. 
• AnimalTalk Top 100 in 2013, 2014, 2015 (3rd), 2016 (6th).  
• The only known Staffords to reap up all available major trophy awards available to a single 

Stafford for 2014, 2015 and 2016.  
• Breed record holder for most Best in Show wins.  

 



• Breed record holder for most Group wins.  
• Breed record holder for most Best of Breed awards (70).  
• SA-Bred Top 32 Invitational qualifier 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017.  
• NAPC Top Dog qualifier 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017.  
• PSBTC Maranata Stafford of the Year 2013 & 2014.    
• PSBTC Dog of the Year 2014, 2015, 2016 and Reserve Dog of the Year 2013.  
• SBTC of the Transvaal SBT of the Year 2014, 2015 and 2016.  
• KZN SBTC Top Dog & Stafford of the Year 2014, 2015 and 2016.  
• Golden Paw Runner-up 2015.  
• Supa 7 Group Winner 2013, qualifier 2014, qualifier 2015, Group winner 2016 and qualifier 

2017.  
• Daniel Copens trophy winner 2016. 

 Bandit is a once in a lifetime dog who we always knew would excel under specialist judges, but 
for the last few years he has shown that a Stafford can actually perform consistently well under 
both all breeds judges and specialist judges and this being a very scarce talent when it comes to 
Staffords. Bandit is a top-sized Stafford according to the breed Standard with the cleanest of faces 
and fronts and this, amongst his other important virtues is what makes him so attractive to the 
trained eye and is why many judges have declared him as “fitting the breed standard like a glove”. 
 

 
SA Ch Eukleia Aurora Star (“Astra”) 

Astra produced seven champions in three litters: “Ural”, “Nonus” and “Moyo”. The “Ural” litter 
(Heinz, Jack & Guilia) and “Nonus” litter (Beulah, Bianca & Conor) both produced three champions 
in each litter. The “Moyo” litter produced 1 champion (Bastian) so far and I am campaigning the 
second dog (Billy). 

The changes over the years within Staffords is that all breeders became more aware of the 
improvement of the breed rather than just breeding dogs. Most breeders test for the genetic 
disorders found in the breed (L2HGA and HC) and breed responsively. The overall behaviour of 
the dogs moved away from an aggressive behaviour towards a more socialised dogs with other 
breeds and Staffords.  

I see myself in five years from now hopefully still breeding good quality dogs and campaigning 
them as champions. I also try to educate new Stafford owners or potential owners about the 
breed. The most important thing as a breeder of Staffords is to find a good loving for ever home for 
each puppy that I breed. I still have contact with most of my puppy owners and receive photos of 
the dogs on a regular basis. Everybody become part of the bigger Eukleia family. 

 





Early Neurological Stimulation 
By Carmen Battaglia 

http://www.breedingbetterdogs.com/article/early-neurological-stimulation 
   

Surprising as it may seem, it isn't capacity that explains the differences that exist between individuals because most 
seem to have far more capacity than they will ever use. The differences that exist between individuals seem to be 
related to something else. The ones who achieve and outperform others seem to have within themselves the ability 
to use hidden resources. In other words, it's what they are able to do with what they have that makes the difference. 
 
In many animal breeding programs, the entire process of selection and management is founded on the belief that 
performance is inherited. Attempts to analyze the genetics of performance in a systematic way have involved some 
distinguished names such as Charles Darwin and Francis Galton. But it has only been in recent decades that good 
estimates of heritability of performance have been based on adequate data. Cunningham, (1991) in his study of 
horses, found that only by using Timeform data, and measuring groups of half brothers and half sisters could good 
estimates of performance be determined. His data shows that performance for speed is about 35% heritable. In 
other words, only about 35% of all the variation that is observed in track performance is controlled by heritable 
factors, the remaining 65% is attributable to other influences, such as training, management and nutrition. 
Cunningham's work while limited to horses, provides a good basis for understanding how much breeders can 
attribute to the genetics and the pedigrees. 
 
Researchers have studied these phenomena and have looked for new ways to stimulate individuals in order to 
improve their natural abilities. Some of the methods discovered have produced life long lasting effects. Today many 
of the differences between individuals can now be explained by the use of early stimulation methods. 
 

Introduction 
 
Man for centuries has tried various methods to improve performance. Some of the methods have stood the test of 
time, others have not. Those who first conducted research on this topic believed that the period of early age was a 
most important time for stimulation because of its rapid growth and development. Today, we know that early life is 
a time when the physical immaturity of an organism is susceptible and responsive to a restricted but important class 
of stimuli. Because of its importance many studies have focused their efforts on the first few months of life. 
 
Newborn pups are uniquely different from adults in several respects. When born, their eyes are closed and their 
digestive system has a limited capacity requiring periodic stimulation by their dam who routinely licks them in order 
to promote digestion. At this age they are only able to smell, suck, and crawl. Body temperature is maintained by 
snuggling close to their mother or by crawling into piles with other littermates. During these first few weeks of 
immobility, researchers noted that these immature and under-developed canines are sensitive to a restricted class 
of stimuli which includes thermal and tactile stimulation, motion and locomotion. 
 
Other mammals such as mice and rats are also born with limitations, and they also have been found to demonstrate 
a similar sensitivity to the effects of early stimulation. Studies show that removing them from their nest for three 
minutes each day during the first five to ten days of life causes body temperatures to fall below normal. This mild 
form of stress is sufficient to stimulate hormonal, adrenal and pituitary systems. When tested later as adults, these 
same animals were better able to withstand stress than littermates who were not exposed to the same early stress 
exercises. As adults, they responded to stress in "a graded" fashion, while their non-stressed littermates responded 
in an "all or nothing way." 
 
Data involving laboratory mice and rats also shows that stress in small amounts can produce adults who respond 
maximally. On the other hand, the results gathered from non-stressed littermate show that they become easily 
exhausted and are near death if exposed to intense prolonged stress. When tied down so they were unable to move 
for twenty-four hours, rats developed severe stomach ulcers, but litter mates exposed to early stress handling were 
found to be more resistant to stress tests and did not show evidence of ulcers. A secondary affect was also noticed. 
 
Sexual maturity was attained sooner in the littermates given early stress exercises. When tested for differences in 
health and disease, the stressed animals were found to be more resistant to certain forms of cancer and infectious 
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diseases and could withstand terminal starvation and exposure to cold for longer periods than their non-stressed 
littermates. 
 
Other studies involving early stimulation exercises have been successfully performed on both cats and dogs. In these 
studies, the Electrical Encephalogram (EEG) was found to be ideal for measuring the electrical activity in the brain 
because of its extreme sensitivity to changes in excitement, emotional stress, muscle tension, changes in oxygen and 
breathing. EEG measures show that pups and kittens when given early stimulation exercises mature at faster rates 
and perform better in certain problem solving tests than non-stimulated mates. 
 
In the higher level animals the effect of early stimulation exercises have also been studied. The use of surrogate 
mothers and familiar objects were tested by both of the Kelloggs and Dr. Yearkes using young chimpanzees. Their 
pioneer research shows that the more primates were deprived of stimulation and interaction during early 
development, the less able they were to cope, adjust and later adapt to situations as adults. 
 
While experiments have not yet produced specific information about the optimal amounts of stress needed to make 
young animals psychologically or physiologically superior, researchers agree that stress has value. What also is 
known is that a certain amount of stress for one may be too intense for another, and that too much stress can retard 
development. The results show that early stimulation exercises can have positive results but must be used with 
caution. In other words, too much stress can cause pathological adversities rather than physical or psychological 
superiority. 
 

Methods of Stimulation 
 
The U.S. Military in their canine program developed a method that still serves as a guide to what works. In an effort 
to improve the performance of dogs used for military purposes, a program called "Bio Sensor" was developed. Later, 
it became known to the public as the "Super Dog" Program. Based on years of research, the military learned that 
early neurological stimulation exercises could have important and lasting effects. Their studies confirmed that there 
are specific time periods early in life when neurological stimulation has optimum results. The first period involves a 
window of time that begins at the third day of life and lasts until the sixteenth day. It is believed that because this 
interval of time is a period of rapid neurological growth and development, and therefore is of great importance to 
the individual. 
 
The "Bio Sensor" program was also concerned with early neurological stimulation in order to give the dog a superior 
advantage. Its development utilized six exercises which were designed to stimulate the neurological system. Each 
workout involved handling puppies once each day. The workouts required handling them one at a time while 
performing a series of five exercises. Listed in order of preference, the handler starts with one pup and stimulates it 
using each of the five exercises. The handler completes the series from beginning to end before starting with the 
next pup. The handling of each pup once per day involves the following exercises: 

1. Tactical stimulation (between toes) 
2. Head held erect 
3. Head pointed down 
4. Supine position 
5. Thermal stimulation 

Tactile stimulation 
1. Tactile stimulation - holding the pup in one hand, the handler gently stimulates (tickles) the pup between the toes on 

any one foot using a Q-tip. It is not necessary to see that the pup is feeling the tickle. Time of stimulation 3 - 5 
seconds. (Figure 1) 

2. Head held erect - using both hands, the pup is held perpendicular to the ground, (straight up), so that its head is 
directly above its tail. This is an upwards position. Time of stimulation 3 - 5 seconds. (Figure 2) 

3. Head pointed down - holding the pup firmly with both hands the head is reversed and is pointed downward so that it 
is pointing towards the ground. Time of stimulation 3 - 5 seconds. (Figure 3) 

4. Supine position - hold the pup so that its back is resting in the palm of both hands with its muzzle facing the ceiling. 
The pup while on its back is allowed to sleep. Time of stimulation 3-5 seconds. (Figure 4) 



5. Thermal stimulation—use a damp towel that has been cooled in a refrigerator for at least five minutes. Place the pup 
on the towel, feet down. Do not restrain it from moving. Time of stimulation 3-5 seconds. (Figure 5) 

These five exercises will produce neurological stimulations, none of which naturally occur during this early period of 
life. Experience shows that sometimes pups will resist these exercises, others will appear unconcerned. In either case 
a caution is offered to those who plan to use them. Do not repeat them more than once per day and do not extend 
the time beyond that recommended for each exercise. Over stimulation of the neurological system can have adverse 
and detrimental results. These exercises impact the neurological system by kicking it into action earlier than would 
be normally expected, the result being an increased capacity that later will help to make the difference in its 
performance. Those who play with their pups and routinely handle them should continue to do so because the 
neurological exercises are not substitutions for routine handling, play socialization or bonding. 
 

Benefits of Stimulation 
 
Five benefits have been observed in canines that were exposed to the Bio Sensor stimulation exercises. The benefits 
noted were: 

1. Improved cardio vascular performance (heart rate) 
2. Stronger heart beats 
3. Stronger adrenal glands 
4. More tolerance to stress 
5. Greater resistance to disease 

In tests of learning, stimulated pups were found to be more active and were more exploratory than their non- 
stimulated littermates over which they were dominant in competitive situations. 
 
Secondary effects were also noted regarding test performance. In simple problem solving tests using detours in a 
maze, the non-stimulated pups became extremely aroused, whined a great deal, and made many errors. Their 
stimulated littermates were less disturbed or upset by test conditions and when comparisons were made, the 
stimulated littermates were more calm in the test environment, made fewer errors and gave only an occasional 
distress sound when stressed. 
 

Socialization 
 
As each animal grows and develops, three kinds of stimulation have been identified that impact and influence how it 
will develop and be shaped as an individual. The first stage is called early neurological stimulation and the second 
stage is called socialization. The first two (early neurological stimulation and socialization) have in common a window 
of limited time. When Lorenz, (1935) first wrote about the importance of the stimulation process, he wrote about 
imprinting during early life and its influence on the later development of the individual. He states that it was 
different from conditioning in that it occurred early in life and took place very rapidly producing results which 
seemed to be permanent. One of the first and perhaps the most noted research effort involving the larger animals 
was achieved by Kellogg & Kellogg (1933). As a student of Dr. Kellogg's, I found him and his wife to have an uncanny 
interest in children and young animals and the changes and the differences that occurred during early development. 
Their history-making study involved raising their own newborn child with a newborn primate. Both infants were 
raised together as if they were twins. This study, like others that followed attempted to demonstrate that among the 
mammals, there are great differences in their speed of physical and mental development. Some are born relatively 
mature and quickly capable of motion and locomotion, while others are very immature, immobile and slow to 
develop. For example, the Rhesus monkey shows rapid and precocious development at birth, while the chimpanzee 
and the other "great apes" take much longer. Last and slowest is the human infant. 
 
One of the earliest efforts to investigate and look for the existence of socialization in canines was undertaken by 
Scott-Fuller (1965). In their early studies, they were able to demonstrate that the basic technique for testing the 
existence of socialization was to show how readily adult animals would foster young animals, or accept one from 
another species. They observed that, with the higher level animals, it is easiest done by hand rearing. When the 
foster animal transfers its social relationships to the new species, researchers conclude that socialization has taken 
place. Most researchers agree that among all species, a lack of adequate socialization generally results in 



unacceptable behavior and often times produces undesirable aggression, excessiveness, fearfulness, sexual 
inadequacy and indifference toward partners. 
 
Socialization studies confirm that one of the critical periods for humans (infant) to be stimulated are generally 
between three weeks and twelve months of age. For canines the period is shorter, between the fourth and sixteenth 
weeks of age. The lack of adequate social stimulation, such as handling, mothering and contact with others, 
adversely affects social and psychological development in both humans and animals. In humans, the absence of love 
and cuddling increases the risk of an aloof, distant, asocial or sociopathic individual. Over-mothering also has its 
detrimental effects by preventing sufficient exposure to other individuals and situations that have an important 
influence on growth and development. It occurs when a parent insulates the child from outside contacts or keeps 
the apron strings tight, thus limiting opportunities to explore and interact with the outside world. In the end, over-
mothering generally produces a dependent, socially maladjusted and sometimes emotionally disturbed individual. 
Protected youngsters who grow up in an insulated environment often become sickly, despondent, lacking in 
flexibility and unable to make simple social adjustments. Generally, they are unable to function productively or to 
interact successfully when they become adults. 
 
Owners who have busy life styles with long and tiring work and social schedules often cause pets to be neglected. 
Left to themselves with only an occasional trip out of the house or off of the property they seldom see other canines 
or strangers and generally suffer from poor stimulation and socialization. For many, the side effects of loneliness and 
boredom set-in. The resulting behavior manifests itself in the form of chewing, digging, and hard- to-control 
behavior (Battaglia). 
 
It seems clear that small amounts of stress followed by early socialization can produce beneficial results. The danger 
seems to be in not knowing where the thresholds are for over and under stimulation. Many improperly socialized 
youngsters develop into older individuals unprepared for adult life, unable to cope with its challenges, and 
interactions. Attempts to re-socialize them as adults have only produced small gains. These failures confirm the 
notion that the window of time open for early neurological and social stimulation only comes once. After it passes, 
little or nothing can be done to overcome the negative effects of too much or too little stimulation. 
 
The third and final stage in the process of growth and development is called enrichment. Unlike the first two stages 
it has no time limit, and by comparison, covers a very long period of time. Enrichment is a term which has come to 
mean the positive sum of experiences which have a cumulative effect upon the individual. Enrichment experiences 
typically involve exposure to a wide variety of interesting, novel, and exciting experiences with regular opportunities 
to freely investigate, manipulate, and interact with them. When measured in later life, the results show that those 
reared in an enriched environment tend to be more inquisitive and are more able to perform difficult tasks. The 
educational TV program called “Sesame Street” is perhaps the best known example of a children's enrichment 
program. The results show that when tested, children who regularly watched this program performed better than 
playmates who did not. Follow-up studies show that those who regularly watch “Sesame Street” tend to seek a 
college education and when enrolled, performed better than playmates who were not regular watchers of the 
“Sesame Street” program. 
 
There are numerous children’s studies that show the benefits of enrichment techniques and programs. Most focus 
on improving self-esteem and self-talk. Follow-up studies show that the enriched “Sesame Street” students, when 
later tested were brighter and scored above average, and most often were found to be the products of 
environments that contributed to their superior test scores. On the other hand, those whose test scores were 
generally below average, (labeled as dull) and the products of underprivileged or non- enriched environments, often 
had little or only small amounts of stimulation during early childhood and only minimal amounts of enrichment 
during their developmental and formative years. Many were characterized as children who grew up with little 
interaction with others, poor parenting, few toys, no books and a steady diet of TV soap operas. 
 
A similar analogy can be found among canines. All the time they are growing they are learning because their nervous 
systems are developing and storing information that may be of inestimable use at a later date. Studies by Scott and 
Fuller confirm that non-enriched pups, when given free choice, preferred to stay in their kennels. Other litter mates 
who were given only small amounts of outside stimulation between five and eight weeks of age were found to be 
very inquisitive and very active. When kennel doors were left open, the enriched pups would come bounding out 
while littermates who were not exposed to enrichment would remain behind. The non-stimulated pups would 
typically be fearful of unfamiliar objects and generally preferred to withdraw rather than investigate. Even well-bred 
pups of superior pedigrees would not explore or leave their kennels, and many were found difficult to train as adults. 



These pups, in many respects, were similar to the deprived children. They acted as if they had become 
institutionalized, preferring the routine and safe environment of their kennel to the stimulating world outside their 
immediate place of residence. 
 
Regular trips to the park, shopping centers and obedience and agility classes serve as good examples of enrichment 
activities. Chasing and retrieving a ball on the surface seems to be enriching because it provides exercise and 
includes rewards. While repeated attempts to retrieve a ball provide much physical activity, it should not be 
confused with enrichment exercises. Such playful activities should be used for exercise and play or as a reward after 
returning from a trip or training session. Road work and chasing balls are not substitutes for trips to the shopping 
mall, outings or obedience classes most of which provide many opportunities for interaction and investigation. 
 
Finally, it seems clear that stress early in life can produce beneficial results. The danger seems to be in not knowing 
where the thresholds are for over and under stimulation. The absence or the lack of adequate amounts of 
stimulation generally will produce negative and undesirable results. Based on the above, it is fair to say that the 
performance of most individuals can be improved, including the techniques described above. Each contributes in a 
cumulative way and supports the next stage of development. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Breeders can now take advantage of the information available to improve and enhance performance. Generally, 
genetics account for about 35% of the performance, but the remaining 65% (management, training, nutrition) can 
make the difference. In the management category, it has been shown that breeders should be guided by the rule 
that it is generally considered prudent to guard against under and over stimulation. Short of ignoring pups during 
their first two months of life, a conservative approach would be to expose them to children, people, toys and other 
animals on a regular basis. Handling and touching all parts of their anatomy is also a necessary part of their learning 
which can be started as early as the third day of life. Pups that are handled early and on a regular basis generally do 
not become hand-shy as adults. 
 
Because of the risks involved in under-stimulation, a conservative approach to using the benefits of the three stages 
has been suggested based primarily on the works of Arskeusky, Kellogg, Yearkes and the "Bio Sensor" program (later 
known as the "Super Dog Program"). 
 
Both experience and research have dominated the beneficial effects that can be achieved via early neurological 
stimulation, socialization and enrichment experiences. Each has been used to improve performance and to explain 
the differences that occur between individuals, their trainability, health and potential. The cumulative effects of the 
three stages have been well documented. They best serve the interests of owners who seek high levels of 
performance when properly used. Each has a cumulative effect and contributes to the development and the 
potential for individual performance. 
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Early Stimulation Exercises 

Figure 1 Tactical stimulation  Figure 2 Head held erect 

 

 

 

Figure 3 Head pointed down  Figure 4 Supine position 

 

 

 
 

Figure 5 Thermal stimulation 

 





Staffamania 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NWSBTC:  CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW – 12 AUGUST 2017 
RES BEST PUPPY IN SHOW:  EUKLEIA KEAMIE BAMBI OF ROARINGHEARTS (Left) 

BEST PUPPY IN SHOW:  EUKLEIA KEAMIE CARLO OF TOLMIROS (Right) 
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