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APRIL 2017 NEWS LETTER CAPE BULLMASTIFF CLUB

From theChair: Our second BeederProfile comes from th&lSA. We are very
privilegedo present Helene Nietsé&KC Judge 7258nd heBanstock
Bullmastiffs.

Helene washe firstPatronof the CBCandhassupporedthis Clubrightfrom its
formativemoments Shegjudged athe BullmastifSpeciality idohannesburgnd
presented two Breed Clinics during her stay in the R8¢ is her story:

BREEDER PROFILE BANSTOCKBULLMASTIFFS

HeleneNietschAKC Judge # 7259

Helene with her first bitch champion Bullmastiff Ch. Bandog s Gorgeous Gussie 1974
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“MY LIFE”

By Helene Nietsch

What would I do if suddenly you took everything related to dogs out of my life?

My phone would not ring as much, I practically wouldn’t have anywhere to go, I would
have less friends, my children wouldn’t be quite the same and I wouldn’t have travelled the
world or met as many interesting people.

Sounds like dogs have consumed my life for the last 45 years. No, they have not run my life,
nor have they been a compulsion. They have enriched my life beyond words and given me
life experiences that I never imagined when I bought my first Bullmastiff in 1969.

I have made life-long friendships that I cherish. It has been a life-altering experience.

I couldn’t write this article without mentioning my first dog Willie. Some of you might even
remember Willie. He was a big, red, happy, jolly dog who loved life and everyone in the
world. Willie is the reason I have pursued this interest in dogs, and even twenty generations
later, Willie has influenced my latest champion with his genes. With more than 100
champions, many awards and speciality wins, a dream has come true in this ever- growing
dog community. I have bred the top winning Bullmastiff in the history of the breed and
Bruno is a world- wide top producing Bullmastiff. Unimaginable when I started out
tripping on my own feet in the breed show ring.

I have established wonderful relationships with friends I can’t imagine life without. Friends
that have shared my life with me, ups and downs, comedies and tragedies. I have a history
with many of my dog friends that account for the most wonderful phone conversations and
stories at cocktail parties. Conversations when heard by my children have muttered
“you’ve told that story a million times!” But, oh, what a wonderful story... stories and
experiences that have woven the most special of times in the fabric of dogs, pedigrees,
puppies, shows and new champions. :

Ringing phones, puppies knocking over plants and chewing on shoes, friends dropping by
at a moment’s notice, trips to the vet’s office for an artificial insemination or to help a
friend whose bitch is delivering a litter, getting out the next newsletter, or going to the next
kennel club board meeting, driving 1000 miles to the next speciality, or to observe under
the respected judge. Anticipating and hoping that the next show prospect will turn out to
be the next “special.” Nothing more special than a family picking up their new puppy,
nurturing a friendship with this family, and watching the puppy and the relationship
mature.
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