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From the Chair:

Any dog that can commandeer prime position on the prized leather lounge suite is

cleaver dog. However, in a recent poll done by canine Psychologist Stanley Coren our 

came in at only number 69! Refer to 

So …. which breeds are the smartest

behind him! Also, up in the Top Ten is the German Shepherd Dog, Retriever

Shetland Sheep Dog, Retriever (Labrador

Cattle Dog.    

According to this documentation t

response is achieved and then there is 

demand - ouch☹ 

                                            

And here we have June Kelly & Ria Steyn 
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From the Chair: JUST HOW CLEAVER IS THE BULLMASTIFF

Any dog that can commandeer prime position on the prized leather lounge suite is

cleaver dog. However, in a recent poll done by canine Psychologist Stanley Coren our 

came in at only number 69! Refer to his documentation http://sciencealert.com.

So …. which breeds are the smartest? The high velocity Border Collie tops the list with the Poodle just 

behind him! Also, up in the Top Ten is the German Shepherd Dog, Retriever (Golden)

Labrador), Papillion, Rottweiler and in slot number ten 

According to this documentation the Bullmastiff needs 40 to 80 repeats of a lesson before a learn

there is only an approximate 40% performanceof this learned lesson 

       

And here we have June Kelly & Ria Steyn from KZN hard at work in training classes with their 

Bullmastiffs- and below the Cape folk 
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JUST HOW CLEAVER IS THE BULLMASTIFF? 

Any dog that can commandeer prime position on the prized leather lounge suite is, in my opinion, a 

cleaver dog. However, in a recent poll done by canine Psychologist Stanley Coren our favourite pooch 

. 

? The high velocity Border Collie tops the list with the Poodle just 

(Golden), Doberman, 

, Papillion, Rottweiler and in slot number ten – the Australian 

lesson before a learned 

of this learned lesson on 

 

hard at work in training classes with their 



 

                   

 

                   

Chris, Nickson and Nadine hard at work with their charges. 

 

        

                                    And Jost and Hendrika –at puppy school with their new pups 

 

So which dog is the least intelligent? 



The Afghan 

The Afghan needs at least 100 repetitions of a behaviour request and then only responds 30% of the 

time.☹ 

Well trainers and enthusiasts – lets have your responses to this!!!! 

NB: The Bullmastiffs that have been assessed for the Character & Breed Assessment / DMA & APT   are 

proof that there are some very clever dogs out there. These are tests that are done where one of the 

primary objectives is to see how the dog solves a problem on his own WITHOUT being tasked or directed 

by his handler. In other- words he can think for himself and is not trained to repeat a performance. 

******************** 

PUPPY APT WITH OUR PATRON CHRIS PRETORIUS: Why do “puppy aptitude?” 

   

Chris puts individuals through different stages of this test and marks up their reactions and coping 

abilities.  These tests enable a breeder to gain better insight into breeding programmes and hence 

placement of their pups to the right homes. Here Chris demonstartes different procedures with different 

pups. Chris goes on to explain in greater detail about the CBA:- 

CHARACTER AND BREED ASSESSMENT  

The CBA tests for 9 different elements which are important from a breeding and working 

perspective. They are self-confidence, temperament, tractability, defensive instinct, reaction 

threshold, fearlessness, attentiveness, suspicion and reaction to a gunshot.There is no 

‘contact’ defense work involved. Further, dogs are weighed , measured, gaited, their eye colour 

checked and they are critiqued for conforming to the Breed Standard. 

How are these items defined? 



Hardness: this is a quality that is inherent in the Bullmastiff in that the dog does not allow 

unpleasant events to affect its future actions. A ‘hard’ dog is not as vunerable to the effects 

caused by, for instance, a cruel handler, as would be one with a softer disposition. A ‘soft’ dog 

might obey “no” commands more readily, but it will be more difficult to get it to perform 

difficult tasks. In the Bullmastiff hardness is termed as ‘high’ and not as ‘very high’. A dog with a 

very high score for Hardness will be oblivious to pain which is unnatural. 

Defensive instinct: this is an inherited instinct to defend its human companion in the  face of 

danger. Please note that this is not as much meant to defend itself – it is mainly meant to 

defend its human pack leader or the pack. This instinct can be further enhanced and channeled 

by training. 

Reaction threshold:(also referred to as ‘sharpness’) This is the dog’s tendancy to react with 

hostility to an unexpected threat. This is not required for a companion dog but the desired 

mentality for a guard dog is a certain amount of sharpness. Generally, a fearless dog with good 

drive could do Working Trials even if its  sharpness, fighting spirit  and defensive instinct were a 

bit less stronglly developed. Sharpness can never be a substitute  for courage or fearlessness. A 

‘sharp’ but fearful dog becomes a danger to its environment. A highly self-confidant and 

fearless dog will not remain sharp after a bout of action, but will readily return to a relaxed 

mode. It will not perceive just about anything as a threat and will be much more predictable. 

There is a link between sharpness and defensive instinct. Sharpness can be both inherited and 

cultivated by training. A dog whose excessive sharpness is natural (and not aquired by training) 

is undesirable and suspect. 

Fearlessness & self confidence: there is a difference between courage & fearlessnes. Even a 

fearful dog will stand & fight under certain comditions. Courage  is the ability to remain calm & 

relaxed in the face of a threat. A dog that is not unsettled by the noise of a thunderstorm is 

courageous. There is a link between courage & self confidence. Sometimes a gentle & soft -

natured dog can give the impression of being self-confident just  because the threat of danger 

has not reached its threshold of excitability yet & it was not registered  by him. Once it does get 

excited, however, it will have difficulty ‘working off’ & becoming a normal relaxed dog again.  

Tractability: 

This can also be termed as ‘trainability’ and not to be confused with ‘softness’.Tractabiliy is the 

ability of the dog to surrender itself to its pack leader and try to guess his wishes & carry them 

out. A ‘hard’ dog can be tractable, although ‘soft’ dogs are not so in many cases. In breeding 

large breeds we try to combine tractability & hardness in the same individual. 

Attentiveness:this is the way the dog focuses on his pack leader or on the task at hand without 

being distracted. In a working dog this is essential. If a dog is too attentative & too focused on 

its handler to the extent of ‘going a bit overboard’  it could be lacking somewhat in own 

initiative. On the other hand if a dog is too easily distracted it cannot be used for a large variety 

of tasks. What is required is natural attentiveness. 



Temperament :  This is a combination of a dog’s physical & mental activity levels. The 

Bullmastiff is typically not a very excitable dog (like the Border Collie) but will pay careful 

attention to an approaching rival. 

Suspicion: a Bullmastiff should not be perturbed when approached with a measuring stick or 

eye colour chart or when placed on a scale for weighing (the dogs responses / behaviour are a 

indication of handler trust). To cultivate  trust between a dog & its handler the dog should be 

handled a lot. Feet, genitalia, eyes, teeth etc. should be touched. The higher the self-confidence 

in the dog, the quicker it will allow  these activities. 

General: Both the ‘crowd’ & ‘gunshot’ situations can determine suspicion, temperament, 

tractability, self-confidence, & fearlessness. This can be seen in the dogs tolerance to be 

handled by a stranger in its owners presence. The ‘defense’ portion checks the defensive 

instinct & reaction threshold of the dog when confronted with a threat. 

Some thought schools argue that the above points can be taught to a dog & are therefore 

aquired skills, however if a dog does not have what it takes there is no way it can be taught to 

be courageous, non-suspicious, hard or tractable! 

So, why do we test for these things? To improve our breed of course! And a CBA qualified dog, as 

opposed to a ‘statue dog,’ is just so much more of a dog! 

for further information contact Chris at cprottie@iafrica.com  

************* 

A LOOK INTO PYOMETRA IN A BULLMASTIFF BITCH AND THE LIFE 

SAVING SURGERY PERFORMED 

 

Definition of Pyometra :  a serious life threatening condition that must be treated quickly and 

aggressively. It is usually seen in the older, unspayed primigravida bitches but not unknown to 

younger multipara bitches. There is a slow build up of pus and an infected uterus can approach 

the normal full term pregnant size. The bitch slowly becomes poisoned by the release of toxins 

from the pus into her bloodstream. 

 



Signs & Symptoms: normally seen after oestrus, abdominal distention, loss of appitite,lethargic, 

excessive thirst, vomiting and a pus discharge from the vagina can be seen if the cervix is open. 

 

1. Preparing for surgery 2.  The enlarged uterus prior to removal from the bitch  3. The two 

uterine horns after removal. 

                                       

                    Cutting open the first horn with the pus & uterine debris of infection clearly visible. 

                  And the final sutures. 

 Photographs taken  with permission from attending Veterinarian & copyright to Chizelhurst. 

 

                              ********** 

SURVEY TO DETERMINE THE DESIRE FOR A 2020 BULLMASTIFF 

CALENDAR COMPRISED OF ALL OUR TOP ACHEIVERS / 

NOTABLE DOGS/ PETS & COMPANIONS OVER THE YEARS 



 

In 2000 the late Sue Spooner of Sondu Bullmastiffs created this Bullmastiff calendar. It comprises of 24 

stunning pictures of the top dogs/ kennels of that time – Sondu, Chizelhurst, Van lelloi, Belhambra, 

Gameguard, Andmon, Noshkazan, Rianel, Anubis, Kimken, Lorand, Oostland, Canonbury, Stillwaters and 

more.  Would YOU support a 2020 version of this kind of calendar? 

All comments, queries& suggestions please to info@capebullmastiffclub.co.za 

********************* 

FOLLOW UP ON THE BLUKEN ‘17 PUP LITTER’ 

 

 

The handsome sire: Nicdal Alexus Zaverius of Fountainvalley A2 A2 ED 0:0 owned by Erika Swart and on 

 the right the mom: Fountainvalley DandeliondixieA2 A2 ED 0:0 

 



                        

                                  

And some of the pups. 

Contact: Poormanspub6007@gmail.com Shirley-Anne Dippenaar  

**************** 

BULLMASTIFFS ON THE MOVE 

PETZ EXPO 15 SEPTEMBER 2018 

Sargethrust Sambo Hano aka “Wuka” represented the Bullmastiffs and the 

Cape Bullmastiff Club at the Spring PETZ EXPO in the Cape and is seen here 

with his handler Nickson & CBC Chairlady Nicky 

   



SPRING DAY COLLECTION FOR ANIMALS IN DISTRESS 

And in Gauteng “Ashy” the Bullmastiff below who is owned by Sue Cohen 

went out collecting for Animals in Distress at a well- known supermarket 

outlet in Johannesburg.  

 

 

ABSOLUTE PETS – PAWS ON THE PROMENADE 16/09/2018 

And in Durban KZN “Balto” owned by Ria Steyn represented the Bullmastiffs 

at this occasion. 

 

With a rest on the beach afterwards – or is he just tired &wants to go home! 

WAY TO GO BOY DOGS! ‘YOU ARE DOING THE BREED PROUD’   

************** 

AND NOW FOR SOMETHING COMPLETELY DIFFERENT 



Roni Oma of  Costog Bullmastiffs  in Australia sent in the first correct reply to my “Name the breed” in 

the August NL– “The handsome companion between the 3 Bullmastiffs is a Pharaoh Hound.” 

      

   Pharaoh Hound               Asawakh                           AfriCanis 

PHOTO’S FROM GOOGLE 

Other submissions were the Asawakh and AfriCanis. Thanks to all the folks that took part in this light 

hearted and carefree exercise. 

********************** 

The information in this magazine is confined to its members. Statements or opinions may be expressed 

in this communication that are personal to the writers and do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Club 

                       The Cape Bullmastiff Club, Post Net Suite 65, Private Bag X15, Somerset West, 7129 

www.capebullmastiffclub.co.za or info@capebullmastiffclub.co.za 


